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Trolleyology Series 

May 26-June 16 
Kristen Fredrickson 

 

The Pennsylvania Trolley Museum has revived Trolleyology talks as a 4-part digi-

tal series via Zoom. Talks are open to members, volunteers, and the general public. 

The first Trolleyology featured a presentation on Wexford Station by Scott Becker 

and was watched by 45 people from as far away as Oregon. Register soon — the 

talks are capped at 100 viewers! 

 

If you have a presentation you’d like to give for a future Trolleyology talk via 

Zoom, please get in touch with Kristen Fredriksen, Events & Programs Assistant, 

at assistant@patrolley.org. Ideally each slideshow lasts approximately 30-45 min-

utes, but longer programs will have a place in our upcoming digital offerings, too! 

Special thanks to those who have already reached out. 

 

Coming Up: 

 
When Bad Things Happen to Good Trolleys 

Wednesday, June 3, 6:30 pm —Register here! 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUofuCqrTkvHtYR9uw7azJlYunqVSvVqhK_ ! 
 

Whenever a trolley left the car barn for its day’s work, trouble was never far be-

hind. In this presentation, volunteer George Gula shares a collection of derail-

ments, collisions, floods, snow and ice incidents and all the other things that made 

the motorman wish he had stayed home and the trolley wish it had stayed in the 

depot. 

 
Continued on Page 3 
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Allegheny Valley Route 

Tuesday, June 9, 2:30 pm — Register here! 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMucO-opz4oHdBC8cStBAh9iTDQS_hNwpLW  

 

The lower Allegheny Valley, just north of Pittsburgh, hosted three streetcar lines 

in the early 20th Century, each of them part of a different corporate structure. 

The Allegheny Valley (West Penn), Tarentum, Breckenridge & Butler and Route 

78 of Pittsburgh Railways served the heavily industrialized area along the lower 

Allegheny River valley. 

 

This presentation, based upon the book Allegheny Valley Trolleys, will be pre-

sented by Dennis Cramer, one of the authors and former Chief Instructor of Op-

erator Training at the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum. 

 

On the Warpath! Pennsylvania’s Trolleys during WWII 

Tuesday, June 16, 6:30 pm — Register here! 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrcu-vqjgjG9GzblkGJsAPDI2zqzZ4Ms0p  

 

Transit systems were considered vital war industries, yet it was difficult to keep 

the trolleys running during the war. Labor shortages, equipment shortages, and a 

strike involving an army takeover of at least one Pennsylvania property were 

only some of the issues faced by those running  public transit in Pennsylvania. 

Join volunteer George Gula to see how it was accomplished during WWII. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

The Motorman by Tom Pawlesh  2218 
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West Penn Trolley Meet: At Home Edition 

Friday, June 26 and Saturday, June 27 
Kristen Fredrickson 

 

We don’t know when we’ll be able to hold in-person events at the Museum again, 

so in an effort to bring members, volunteers, trolley jollies, and budding historians 

together, we will gather ONLINE for a virtual version of the West Penn Trolley 

Meet! 

 

This year, based on feedback from attendees at other trolley meets, Kristen 

Fredriksen had arranged for a series of presentations during the meet. Thanks to 

the popularity of group video conferencing and the flexibility of the presenters, 

many of these shows will now be offered on Zoom during the original dates. Links 

to register for these sessions will be shared first with members and volunteers, so 

stay tuned! 

 

A schedule will be available on the PTM website at patrolley.org.  

 

Talks will include (subject to change):  
 

The Kawasaki Trolley: A 40-Year Retrospective 

When Bad Things Happen to Good Trolleys 

From Boxcars to Buses: Reuse of Railroad Lines for Pittsburgh Transit  

Port Authority: Past, Present, and Future 

Trolley Parks 

Friends of the Philadelphia Trolleys special presentation; On the War-

path! Pennsylvania’s Trolleys During WWII; 

and potentially others! 
 

Trolley Museum Round Table June 27, 1:00 pm 
 

Trolley museums and organizations from around the region will share what 

they’ve been working on, what they’re looking forward to, and what’s next for them 

during this fun, informal group Zoom session. Over a dozen museums will be shar-

ing a short, 5-minute update — join in to see some familiar faces and learn what’s 

up in the streetcarsphere! 

 

 

 

 

 
Continued on Page 5 
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Share your Slides! 

June 27, evening (TBA) 
 

In an homage to member nights of yesteryear, we invite you to take us back in 

time or across the world with 10 to 15 of your photos. Starting off the evening: Bill 

Monaghan with a special selection of night photography! 

 

This evening event will take place on Zoom, so please have your slides in a digital 

slideshow format! Narration is welcome - but please limit your slides to 4-5 min-

utes to give everyone a chance to share.  

 

Contact Kristen Fredriksen, Events & Programs Assistant, assistant@patrolley.org 

if you’d like to be put on the slide-sharing schedule (sign-up in advance is required 

- space on Zoom is limited). 

 

The “meet” will also include some informal coffee/happy hour hangouts. We are 

still seeking: presentations for the West Penn Trolley Meet scale modeler crowd! If 

you or someone you know would like to share a particular modeling skill or tech-

nique, a new module or model, or a table video via Zoom, please let Kristen know! 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Brandtner  293 

Many times during the early and mid 

1980s I was able to come to the Mu-

seum and run the whole place by my-

self. On some occasions Tom 

Hildebrand might be with me. Here 

are some photos from that period. 

One is me with 3756.  

Another shows me with Tim Ayres and Joe 

Kennedy working on the shop lead.   

All photos from author. 

Continued on Page 6 



Another is a snapshot of 3756 in 

the Trolley Parade for the grand 

re-opening of the Beechview line 

in 1984.  

Then we have a pic of loading the Brilliner at 

69th St. Ternimal with Bob Brown in the fore-

ground  

 

Lastly we are unloading T-16 at 

the Museum with Dan Bower 

wearing the cowboy hat and 

Larry Lovejoy checking the 

wheels. 

 

Joe Kennedy was a retired 

Pennsy track supervisor. He 

came to the Museum as a visi-

tor. Given his experience, we, I think Dan Bower and I gave him the Grand Tour. 

He was so impressed with the quality of our volunteer track work that he joined 

the Museum on the spot! 
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County Fair 2008-DF Cramer 



Kathryn Black  265 
 

Unlike a number of other members, I did not grow up with trolleys (they 

were gone from my state before I was born). I did ride the cable cars 

in San Francisco while in college. 

 

I came to Pittsburgh in the late 1970's to 

work for Westinghouse as a chemical en-

gineer (as such, I was part of manage-

ment and couldn't even touch the ma-

chinery). I was invited to Members Day 

at the Museum and found that here was 

machinery that I could tear apart, put 

together again and run around. I was 

hooked! 

I subsequently joined, trained to operate 

( b e c o m i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f e m a l e 

'Motorman' at the Museum) and signed 

on with the maintenance/restoration 

team. While I lived in Pittsburgh, I also 

served on the Board and ran 

the Museum Store. Just about every Sat-

urday was spent at the Museum. 

 

When it became necessary to leave Pittsburgh 

due to my husband's employment, I was heart-

broken. Not being able to come to the Museum 

whenever I wanted was tough. But we managed 

and our involvement turned into training in the 

spring and operating/maintenance during County 

Fair. 

 

My practice was to set aside several days in a row 

for maintenance tasks. So, about 20 years ago 

during County Fair week I went to talk to 

Bruce to tell him that I wasn't on the schedule for 

the next two days, was there a job that I could 

do? He said that the bearings on 5326 

needed to be inspected. I said, okay, how do you 

do that?  He explained it to me, got me the equip-

ment I needed and assigned Justin to help me. 

 
Continued on Page 8 
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The car was parked on the upper 

shop lead on the level spot by the 

loading platform, in full view of the 

public and Justin and I got to 

work. 5326 has Babbitt bearings and 

the only way to inspect them is to 

remove them from top and bottom of 

each end of each axle, one at a time. 

This requires jacking and blocking in 

various places on the truck to 

take the weight of the car off the axle 

so you can reach in with your 

bare hands and pull out the bearing. 

For the two days that we were doing 

this, Don Bailey pointed us out to 

folks on each and every tour he took 

around the Museum, talking about 

how we do our own maintenance in-

house. More than once, I could hear a 

male voice (not Don) say "There's a 

woman and a kid working on that car" 

in tones of wonderment. At the end of 

one day, I was approached by a large 

man carrying a video camera the size of 

a small dog (yes,  they did 

come that big) and ask me, "What's a 

little lady like you doing working on these things?" I responded, "Well, I am a li-

censed professional engineer." He then said, "Oh, then I guess you know what 

you're doing". I said "Yes" and left it at that. 

 

The fact that I had just recently 

been instructed in how to do the 

job was immaterial. I did indeed 

know what I was doing and com-

pleted the inspection/touch-up of 

the bearings without damage to 

either the equipment or people in-

volved. 
 

 

 

 

 

Continued on Page 9 
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County Fair is both a wonderful 

and awful time to be at the Mu-

seum. There's always plenty to do 

but it is often very hot. The air 

conditioning in the Events Room 

and Store/offices makes life much 

better. One can get sucked into 

shucking corn, caulking, masking 

(prior to painting), making rags, repair-

ing the upholstery (and other small 

pieces of the trolley), operating in full 

uniform or even going to breakfast prior 

to the end-of-week group shot. 

 

 

To this day, when I'm talking to the public, if 

there's even a hint of interest about what 

we're doing (whatever it is), I always mention 

that we have all kinds of jobs to do with many 

different skill levels and opportunities to 

learn new things. We have a lots of fun (it's 

too much work not to be having fun).  We get 

dirty and sweaty but we love it! 

 

 

         All photos from author. 
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Septa Route 15 Update 
Ray Lonabaugh  1427 

 

Route 15 runs across Philadelphia on Girard Avenue and service currently termi-

nates at Frankford Loop near the Sugar House Casino. Work has been ongoing to 

extend the line under I-95 to a loop at Westmoreland & Richmond.   

See map http://www.septa.com/maps/trolley/pdf/015.pdf  

 

Span wires are being strung in the loop. Span wires on Richmond Street have been 

strung to just short of the loop. Trolley contact wire has been strung and attached 

to ears over the north bound track up to just short of the loop. Trolley contact wire 

has been strung to just short of the loop over the south bound track but has to be 

attached to ears.  

 

Initial service will probably be run with Kawasaki’s since the PCCII’s are currently 

out of service. 
 

76th Issue 
DF Cramer  618 

 

This is the 76th issue of Two Bells I have published since being named Assistant 

Operations Manager by Walt Pilof back in the Fall of 2008. A lot has changed over 

those twelve years and a lot has stayed the same. Forty seven (out of 88) of the op-

erators on the 2019 list were on the list in 2008. That shows a remarkable amount 

of dedication from our volunteers.  What follows is a small sampling of everything 

that has been accomplished. 

 

We have printed a new rulebook and Operator Training Manual, increased New 

Operator Training from a 3 day event to four and added (thanks to the great work 

of the restoration shop) six cars to our operating fleet. 4398, 1758, 14, 2227 4145 

and West Penn 832 have greatly added to our being able to not only tell the story 

of the Electric Era, but demonstrate it as well. Locomotive 89, the Toledo and BVT 

1, along with the two-car trains of 14 & 24 have kept our volunteers and visitors 

intrigued.  

 

We created an OPS website in 2009 and have greatly increased communication 

abilities with our operators. This year, the Operator Exam was offered online along 

with training registration. Operators may now peruse the schedule and pick the 

days of their choosing. As John Swindler said when this was inaugurated, “This is 

better than sliced bread”. 

 
Continued on Page 11 
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Work done by Power & Signal include a new substation, solar panels on the TDB 

and several upgrades to the signal system across our railroad. Way & Track has 

kept busy making sure we have a safe, reliable roadbed and have also been instru-

mental in the paving of both the Founders Car Barn and the front apron. Both de-

partments did great work on bringing the Fairgrounds Platform Project to fruition. 

They are busy planning for the future. 

 

A new addition was added to the Founders Car Barn and the old restrooms, 

shower and kitchen were removed from the substation. Frankie the Cat wandered 

into our lives, bringing joy to many of us for many years, and we have seen several 

new events added to our schedule. Our paid staff has increased from three to four 

full-time and 5 part-time employees; greatly increasing our abilities to present a 

wider variety of programs, reach new audiences and further the mission of the mu-

seum.  

 

Wexford Station arrived and an Artifacts Preservation Building was constructed. 

We celebrated the 50th Anniversary of  Public Operation and the 60th Anniversary 

of the museum moving to Washington County. We also celebrated Art Ellis’ 100th 

birthday! We reinstituted  trolley parades and took time to remember those of 

whom we lost. 

 

So why the number 76? That number has significance in our history and has been 

used in several different ways since the signing of the Declaration of Independence 

in 1776. The Union Pacific & Central Pacific Railroads joined in Promontory, Utah 

in 1869, completing a railroad of 1776 miles. A basketball team in Philadelphia 

chose that number as their name to reflect their hometown and an energy com-

pany has posted the number across the country. It is the atomic number of osmium 

(sometimes used in electrical contacts), the densest naturally occurring element. 

And last, but not least, 76 Trombones. In the musical, The Music Man; Professor 

Harold Hill attempts to convince the town of a better future for its children by hav-

ing a band and describes the day when “Liberati, Pat Conway, The Great Creator, 

WC Handy and John Philip Sousa all came to town on the very same historic day”. 

On a personal note, I have performed that musical more than any other including 

one time when I left the pit, put on my trolley museum hat and performed the role 

of the conductor in the opening train scene. After the scene ended, I returned to 

the pit to continue on with the show and yes, I have performed that song with 75 

other trombonists during a halftime show with the IUP Marching Band in the late 

1990’s 

 

As we continue in this most unusual year of a global pandemic, we must remember 

that health, safety and well-being of our volunteers, employees and guests are our 

number one priority. The facilities may be closed, but regular meetings of staff and 

volunteers, Zoom Happy Hours and work behind the scenes continue. Just like the 

folks in the fictional town of River City, Iowa, there is hope. We will get through 

this. The Spirit of ‘76 is a strong one. Stay positive and stay safe. The Pennsyl-

vania Trolley Museum has a long future. 
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PRCo 1711 - May 4, 2008, PRCo 4398 - October 4, 2009  Photographs by Dennis Herbuth  1320 


