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Operator Training 2013 

Revenue Operators 

 
All returning Revenue Operators need to schedule a training session on one of 

the six dates listed on the registration form. Mail the form and payment to Den-

nis Cramer. As of the beginning of February, all dates are still available.  

 

All returning Revenue Operators need to print out the 2013 Requalification 

Exam, complete it, and bring it to their training session. The exam is posted on 

the Operations Website. If you do not have access to the Internet, contact Lynne 

Thompson (724-228-9256) at the museum. She will print out a copy of the exam 

and mail it to you. If you have issues accessing the website, need a password or 

username: contact Dennis Cramer. 

 

If you live more than 100 miles from the museum and need to make alternate 

arrangements, contact Dave Carpenter. 

 

2012 Operator Cards expire on April 30, 2013. 

 

Operator Training 2013 

Student Operators 

 
All returning Student Operators need to schedule a training session on one of 

the six dates listed on the registration form. Mail the form and payment to Den-

nis Cramer. As of the beginning of February, all dates are still available.  

 

All returning Student Operators need to print out the 2013 Requalification 

Exam, complete it, and bring it to their training session. The exam is posted on 

the Operations Website. If you do not have access to the Internet, contact Lynne 

Thompson (724-228-9256) at the museum. She will print out a copy of the exam 

and mail it to you. If you have issues accessing the website, need a password or 

username: contact Dennis Cramer. 

 

If you live more than 100 miles from the museum and need to make alternate 

arrangements, contact Dave Carpenter. 

 

2012 Operator Cards expire on April 30, 2013. 
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Operator Training 2013 

Maintenance Operators 

 
There is a change for you this year. All returning Maintenance Operators need 

to fill out the Registration Form and mail it, along with their payment, to Den-

nis Cramer. They do not need to schedule a time. 

 

All returning Maintenance Operators need to print out the 2013 Requalification 

Exam, complete it, and bring it to one of the six scheduled training sessions. 

They will update their folder, have the exam checked and then be issued their 

2013 Maintenance Operator Card. Dennis Cramer will be issuing cards the first 

weekend and Dave Carpenter the second. The exam is posted on the Operations 

Website. If you do not have access to the Internet, contact Lynne Thompson 

(724-228-9256) at the museum. She will print out a copy of the exam and mail it 

to you. If you have issues accessing the website, need a password or username: 

contact Dennis Cramer. 

 

If you live more than 100 miles from the museum and need to make alternate 

arrangements, contact Dennis Cramer. 

 

2012 Operator Cards expire on April 30, 2013. 

 

Operator Training 2013 

Instructors 

 
All returning Instructors need to print out the 2013 Requalification Exam, com-

plete it, and bring it to one of the six scheduled training sessions. They will up-

date their folder, have the exam checked and then be issued their 2013 Mainte-

nance Operator Card. Dennis Cramer will be issuing cards the first weekend 

and Dave Carpenter the second. The exam is posted on the Operations Website. 

If you do not have access to the Internet, contact Lynne Thompson (724-228-

9256) at the museum. She will print out a copy of the exam and mail it to you. If 

you have issues accessing the website, need a password or username: contact 

Dennis Cramer. 

 

Instructors will be scheduled for Training Sessions according to their availabil-

ity. That schedule will be announced in March, at the latest. 

 

2012 Operator Cards expire on April 30, 2013. 



Happy Birthday 

 
Jim Toepfer February 9 

Douglas Kirkpatrick February 11 

Justin Sheldon February 11 

William Jones February 14 

Kevin Zebley February 14  

Lynn Keller February 20 

Lynne Thompson February 28 

Happy Birthday 

 
Jack Samuels March 1 

Dennis Cramer March 10 

Jack Sutherland March 12 

Bill Hostetter March 14 

Doug Kirkpatrick March 19 

Lara Wells March 22 

Chris Walker March 23 

Mike Kendlick March 27 
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50th Anniversary of Public Operation 

 
The Pennsylvania Trolley Museum is celebrating 50 years of public operation. 

Opening day was June 23, 1963. In honor of that occasion, Two Bells will be in-

cluding materials, memories, and photographs from the early years of the mu-

seum. This is not intended to be any sort of official history, but rather a cursory 

glance back. I would like to thank several of our long-time members for supply-

ing materials and memories. I would also like to thank Ed Lybarger for granting 

me access to materials in the Miller Library. Unfortunately, many of the images 

I obtained from there had no photographer listed nor names of people.  

 

If you are interested in supplying memories, memorabilia, or images from the 

first 10 years, please forward them to Dennis Cramer. This will be an ongoing 

portion of Two Bells for the rest of 2013 

Collection of John Swindler 





My initial interest in streetcars came when I was five years old and lived a block from the In-

gram Car Barn. I would ride my tricycle down to the car barn every morning and watch the rush 

hour cars depart. When the waiting commuters would ask what I wanted to be when I grew up, I 

always replied loudly, “a streetcar motorman!” All those years later, when I had been through 

college and chosen a careen path in the world of libraries, I was proud of my involvement with 

the trolley museum and had the best of both worlds, I could still say that I was a streetcar mo-

torman. 

  

My first trip to Arden occurred in the mid 60’s when I came down with my parents. It was kind 

of primitive back then. In addition to numerous rusty streetcars parked around the place, there 

was even a saddle tank steam engine, a caboose and several box cars.  

  

When next I returned in 1973 with my own young children, things had changed, there were 

more streetcars on the property and more going on. The motorman on my trolley ride way back 

then was Art Ellis. The gift shop was in an old railroad combine car reached by climbing a sub-

stantial set of wooden steps and there were rest rooms attached to the substation building. I 

asked about membership and was handed an application which I filled out and mailed to P.O. 

Box 832 in Pittsburgh. I was please to learn that my application had been accepted and I became 

regular member 181. I signed up to operate in 1974 and proudly ran Red Arrow car 66 on my 

first day. The ride was much shorter then going only to East Main Street and stopping just past 

the end of County Home Siding at the Pittsburgh end of the line. My first restoration project was 

Philadelphia Rapid Transit 5326. I can remember working with John Bagiensky and Bruce 

Wells installing the wooden floor slats after they were cut, milled and shaped to the correct size. 

I worked in the museum store - the combine - with Ellen (Lybarger) Fishburn. On one occasion 

we worked to create tie-tacks from trolley tokens using a soldering gun. For a couple years, I 

was in charge of mail-order sales - sending off what meager publications and post cards that we 

had to offer from a stock that I kept at my home in Findley Township.  

  

During these early times, the only heated workspace during the winter months was in a refriger-

ated box car which contained whatever power tools we had and was heated with salvaged street-

car heaters. As I remember, the restrooms were drained during the winter and a trip to the rest-

room meant going to a nearby gas station. 

  

Oddly enough, I never came near the museum during county fair week although our parking 

efforts didn’t really get into high gear until after we crossed the road and reached the fair-

grounds. After moving to Georgia in 1979, I kept up with the museum and started returning for 

county fair in the mid 80’s, frequently bunking in the NYO&W caboose parked out on County 

Home Siding and later in a succession of rented motor homes and trailers, staying a little longer 

each year as the county fair effort got bigger. 

  

Over the almost forty years, I’ve learned some things, made lots of friends, watched some great 

kids grow up, encountered many interesting people, met a second cousin working at the museum 

I didn’t know I had (Tom Hildebrand), saw dozens of museum cats come and go and had lots of 

fun. 

 

Thanks for the memories. 

 

Don Bailey 



Collection of John Swindler 



I wasn't around Arden 50 years ago, my introduction came in 1965. In June of that year (as a 

birthday gift)  my brother Spencer took me out for my first Sunday pass ride. That first day his 

goal was to visit New Kensington, home of his favorite jazz station. For the first leg of the trip 

our parents drove us to Castle Shannon and I got my second experience with streetcar riding. 

That's what did it. The following week we took the itinerary that I wrote based on suggestions 

from a Gilbert Love column spent the day riding as much as we could jam into 12 hours! Wilmer-

ding, Emsworth, West View, Arlington, Brookline and finally back to Mt. Lebanon. One side ef-

fect of riding was layovers (not permitted anymore) where an occasional conversation with a mo-

torman revealed the existence of the mysterious museum in Washington County.    

 

My first trip to the museum was in October. My mother drove us down on a Sunday to find the 

place all buttoned up. I rode my bike to the museum on November 13 using partially completed 

I-79. Hunters on the first day of small game season were a concern but I survived although my 

fenders filled with mud on the grading between Morganza and Meadowlands and rubbed the 

tread off my tires.  I got the museum took photos got inside cars and helped myself to publica-

tions that were laying around inside the New Orleans car. Cars were parked outside and track 

work was going on near Farm Road. Farm Road was a lane that connected the county farm with 

fields on the other side of the railroad. It was just east of 722 and crossed just west of the aban-

doned sewage pump building.  In the area just beyond the crossing was "Fragrant Valley" where 

the weeds grew high. Seems a culvert for barn drainage had broken there providing ample fertil-

izer. The crew, led by Lou Redman, was renewing ties and trenching to alleviate the problem.  

 

Late in the afternoon a gent who I came to know was Kurt Freundt asked me for a ride back to 

Pittsburgh. The exchange was funny as he didn't understand at first that I had ridden my 

bike. This time I avoided the mud by using Pike Street. I reached Morganza with the sun low in 

the sky and pushed my bike up the hill to get on 79 where the pavement started. I remember 

looking up along McMurray Road and realizing that the right of way was right there. I returned 

to Bridgeville and called home for a ride to avoid being run over on Bower Hill Road in the dark. 

Excavation of the big cut south of Bridgeville had just begun and pavement only went as far as 

the bottom of the hill on the south side so it was necessary to ride through the cemetery to get 

back to Washington Pike (then PA519).  

 

I made one other trip to Arden on my bike. It was a bleak day with wind chill and I froze my 

toes. I got there and the only activity was a couple of men loading machinery from the substation 

into a truck. They finished, left and it was only me and the north wind so I rode home. Next visit 

was a surer thing as we rode there with my Uncle's truck driver who was delivering the track 1-

2 switch that he'd removed from the Keating Car House as part of the demolition he was per-

forming. We met the truck at the Moo Shop, we blew an outer trailer tire on the way. It was all 

very exciting! 

 

 That's how I got started... 

 

 CuZinB   (Bruce Wells) 


