
popular play trolley, Art has contributed lots of time 
and many skills and talents.

When asked why he has done it all these years 
Art said: “I really enjoy volunteering and wanted to 
preserve what was then [in the 1950s] a disappearing 
technology. I had an interest in trolleys. My first 
trolley ride was in 1923 with my favorite Aunt 
Laura. It helps me retain some purpose in my life.” 
Art likes trolleys so much that he moved from New 
England to Pittsburgh in 1946 and began working 
at Pittsburgh Railways Co.  One of his favorite 
stories is when he drove a rental car during the 
big snow storm in November 1950 in order to take 
trolley operators out to stalled trolleys and relieve 

The Pennsylvania Trolley Museum has been in 
Washington County since February 7, 1954, sixty-
five years ago.  One person that has been around 
since before the opening of the museum is longtime 
member and volunteer, Arthur S. Ellis. On November 
15, Art turned 100 years old and on November 16 
over 70 people got together  at the Museum to wish 
Art a Happy Birthday, some coming from as far away 
as California and New England!  Over the years he 
has been an important part of the Museum’s growth 
and an influential part of the Pennsylvania Trolley 
Museum’s future.  Art is Member #5 and has done 
many jobs at the Museum from operating the vintage 
trolleys, giving guided tours, or fixing the Museum’s 
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those who were stuck on those cars.  Art continued 
to work into the Port Authority era and is full of 
stories of streetcars running in Pittsburgh.

The Ellis family has been involved with the 
museum for many years. His daughter Cindy, son 
Art, and his son-in-law, Bruce Wells, are all active 
volunteers, as well as his grandchildren, Laura, 
Patrick and Sarah.  Even his very young great 
granddaughters take after Art and love visiting the 
museum.  Art’s daughter, Cindy, feels the Museum 
has been good for her father and helps to keep him 
going.  Art looks forward to coming down and being 
busy.  “Giving back time and money to the world 
makes a difference,” Ellis said. “It is a very pleasant 

working environment. There are opportunities to 
utilize your skills and learn new ones while you 
accomplish something useful.”  Art is always willing 
to do the behind the scenes jobs that need to get 
done.  He is our resident “gizmologist.” He loves to 
fix things and invent new ways of fixing things, 
which we often call “a work of Art.”  For example, the 
Museum’s play trolley came to the Museum as a shell 
and Art outfitted it to look like a trolley. He thought 
out every detail, down to its number - 225 for ages 
two to five (Get it!). It has been a big hit with the 
Museum’s younger visitors for almost 20 years.”  Art 
received the Museum’s first Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2012 in recognition of his many years of 
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A prime example of Art’s Gizmological talents was the “Ellis 
Trellis” which stood in what is now the upper passenger platform 
at Richfol.  It cleverly showed ATM from this side while showing 
MTA on the opposite side.           John Andrew Bagiensky photo

Art Ellis after preparing the play trolley for a life of torture by 
children in March of 2003.



service.  Art exemplifies the many years of dedicated 
service that many volunteers have given to PTM!

The fall is the busiest time of year for the 
Museum.  This may surprise you since we are open 
only on weekends but three of our busiest events 
occur then: Dinosaur Train in September, Pumpkin 
Patch Trolley/PA Arts & Crafts Christmas Festival 
in October, Merit Badge workshop in November and 
Santa Trolley in November/December.  This year 
was no different with these events and other projects 
going on in many areas.  In addition, on October 4 we 

held a special thank you for a number of volunteers, 
companies and donors that helped us with the West 
Penn Railways 832 streetcar restoration project. 
Contingents from Brookville Equipment and Swiger 
Coil Systems were in attendance as well as donors 
and the many volunteers that worked on the car.  The 
car is truly a dream to ride in and thanks to all who 
have helped with this extensive restoration project!  

We received a check for $28,147 for WCCF Gives 
event. This includes donations of $26,100 from 55 
different donors and a match of $2,047.  Thanks to 
all who participated!  PTM was honored in October 
by winning First Place in the Museum category in 
“Best of the Best” Awards done by the Observer-
Reporter.  This is the third year these awards were 
made and we received first place in the Museum 
category the last two years as well!

The East Campus 
Project, the centerpiece 
of our “On Track for 
the Future” capital 
campaign, continues 
to roll on at a good clip.  
After considerable prep 
work, including major 
repairs to our former 
SEPTA Auger/Bucket 
truck, our volunteers 
were able to set all the 
trolley wire support poles 
for Trolley Street during 
the Christmas Break.  
This saved us thousands 
upon thousands of dollars 
versus contracting this 
work out!  Volunteers 
have also been preparing 

overhead line and track parts for Trolley Street as 

---> On Track to the Future----->PTM PTMPTMPTMPTMPTMPTMPTM PTM
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Art Ellis interviewed by the Post-Gazette.     Scott Becker photo

Brookville team at Pa Trolley Museum 10-4-19.
Scott Becker photo

2019 Best of the Best Museum 
Award.       Madelon Cline photo

Three generations of Port Authority scheduling gurus got 
together at Art’s 100th birthday party.

Father and Son Art and Artie Ellis pose next to West Penn 832. 
October 4.       Bruce Wells photo



well as the detailed design for tracks, overhead wire 
systems, signals and other specialized elements not 
being addressed by the consultants.  Construction of 
track and overhead is anticipated construction during 
2020.  Behind the scenes design work by consultants 
continued for civil engineering of the site and design 
of the Welcome & Education Center itself.  While the 
design is being done by paid consultants, this effort 
has required considerable time by PTM volunteers 
and staff to keep the process moving.  The push now 
is to get governmental permits finalized so building 
construction can begin in 2020.  We have begun the 
Phase II of exhibit design work with the Carnegie 
Science Center called “Fabrication Drawings and 

Prototype Development”.  We have also hired Red 
House Communications to perform a Marketing 
Research and Development Project.  It is very 
important that we update our marketing strategies to 
maximize the number of visitors that will be attracted 
to our new facilities. Red House Communications is 
based on Pittsburgh’s South Side and has many years 
of experience marketing tourist attractions including 
running the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s tourism 
marketing efforts. 

The newly rebuilt Fairgrounds Platform saw lots of 
use during the Pennsylvania Arts & Crafts Christmas 
Festival in October.  It really makes operations run 
a lot smoother and is very welcoming to our riders! 
The Fairgrounds Platform Canopy Project is the final 
step for completion and we are pleased to report that 
Washington County Tourism has made a $25,000 
grant and the Fairbanks-Horix Foundation a $10,000 
grant to this project!  We now have the funds to 
actually install 3 of the 9 the canopy supports that 
were salvaged from Station Square last year (the other 
6 are reserved for Trolley Street) and construction will 
begin in early 2020.  Fundraising continues to raise 
approximately $38,000 needed for the roof portion of 
the Fairgrounds Platform Canopy Project.

As we gear up for a new season please consider lending 
a hand as a volunteer. We have lots of different tasks 
available and you can simply contact Kaylee Horvat, our 
Volunteer Coordinator, at volunteer@patrolley.org.

We made it through another successful year!  The 
curtain came down on the 2019 season with our very 
popular Santa Trolley event.  I want to thank everyone 
who made it a huge success.  Maddy Cline, Kristen 
Fredricksen and the Volunteer Services volunteers did 
an outstanding job converting Wexford Station into the 

North Pole Post Office for the “Yuletide Shuttle”.  If you 
didn’t have a chance to come down and see it all decked 
out for Christmas, you missed something special.  Kaylee 
Horvat, our Volunteer Coordinator and Armand Latour, 
Chief of the “Fun Police” did a terrific job organizing the 
annual Holiday party for volunteers and staff, which 
was held on December 18.  Kaylee came up with some 
new games and activities and the buffet dinner from 
our friends at Countryside Deli was a big hit.  And of 
course, no Christmas party is complete without a visit 
from Santa.

Even though the Museum is closed for the Winter, 
that doesn’t mean nothing’s going on.  The Museum’s staff 
is busy booking groups and planning events for the 2020 
season.  Last issue I introduced Kristen Fredricksen, 
as our Part-Time Events and Programs Assistant.  
This issue I am pleased to report that Kristen has 
been promoted to our Full-Time Events and Programs 
Assistant.  Kristen has shown a great aptitude for the 
position and with our ramping up process to the new 
Welcome and Education Center moving along we have 
plenty for her to do. Much work continues in the shop 
doing maintenance on the cars. Make sure you read 

PTM

From the Front Platform       By Chris Golofski, President
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Thanks to Kaylee the Christmas party was a big success with 
Santa.

Swiger Coil team at Pennsylvania Trolley Museum October 4, 2019
Scott Becker photo



article by Bernie Orient .  Building improvements are 
in progress with the Founder’s Car House to get much 
needed insulation to reduce condensation.  Much needed 
work is being done on 225, the play trolley, which sees 
a lot of attention at the hands of the younger visitors.  
New items are constantly coming into the Archives 
Department.  Construction of Trolley Street has begun 
with all of remaining line poles being set by our volunteers 
over the Christmas holidays.  Even though the trolleys 
aren’t running, it’s still a busy place.  If you have cabin 
fever and a little spare time, come on down to the shop 

our Volunteer Coordinator and she’ll tell you how to get 
started.  Your help will be greatly appreciated!  If you 
can’t make it to help out at the Museum, or even if you 
can, consider making a donation.  No matter how small, 
it all helps.  You can easily select a project that interests 
you and just mail a check in with the Support A Trolley 
form found in this issue.

You will find in the not too distant future; we’ll 
be moving to a new way of tracking membership 
information.  Walt Pilof, Chair of the Finance Committee 
and Manager of Financial Systems demonstrated to the 
Board of Trustees new software which will allow us to 
manage membership renewals on-line.  It’ll also allow 
you to make a donation on-line using PayPal or your 
credit card.  Everyone was suitably impressed. This 
will free us up from the arduous task of tracking when 
your membership expires and mailing out the renewal 
notices.  We’ll also see a considerable savings in postage, 
as we won’t have to mail these notices individually and 
it will make it much easier for you to continue to be a 
member.

Those of you who have been around for a while will 
remember Frank J. Sprague (aka. Frankie, the Cat), 
the Official Cat of the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.  
Frank passed away in May 2018 and is sorely missed.  
The Museum hasn’t been the same without him.  It was 
the hope of a number of volunteers that Frankie could 
be somehow remembered.  Don Bailey, who is now a 
member of the Board of Trustees and the person behind 
Frankie’s Facebook page, which incidentally still gets 
hits, thought that a permanent memorial would be 
appropriate.  Don did some homework and during the 
January Board meeting he and Vice-President Laura 
Wells brought it up.  It was hoped that the Board would 
approve a fundraising effort.  Much to my surprise, Board 
members Walt Pilof and Tom Sterling stepped up and 
agreed to fund the proposed memorial.  So, if you come to 
visit the Museum in the near future, look for this tribute 
to Frank along the walkway from the Visitor’s Center to 
Richfol, next to Frankie’s favorite bush.  Thanks to Walt 
and Tom for this touching gesture!

on a Wednesday or Saturday, the usual work days, and 
see what’s going on.  If working in the shop isn’t your 
“thing”, you might consider helping out in the Archives 
Department.  Maybe you’d be interested in giving tours, 
or being a conductor or maybe even an operator.  The 
Spring class for new operators will be starting April 18 
and the time to sign up is now. Contact Kaylee Horvat, 

PTM
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The Frankie Tombstone arrived in Mid March and is awaiting 
installation following the pandemic.  2020-03-25.

S a n t a -We x f o r d 
Station decorated 
for Santa Trolley.  
M a d e l o n C l i n e 
photo

Grump sent this photo but I think that I took it.  It pictures 
Laura working but Grump didn’t recognize her.



Every year the Pennsylvania Trolley 
Museum hosts our annual holiday party to 
celebrate our volunteer’s giving spirits and all 
the good tidings from the past year. With their 
commitment, passion, and dedication PTM 
volunteers exemplify the essence of the holiday 
spirit throughout the year. On December 18th, 
2019, our volunteers showed their dedication 
once again by braving a winter storm to come 
together to celebrate the holiday and reflect on 
the year’s success. Despite the bitter cold outside, 
the Holly Jolly Trolley Holiday Party was filled 
with warmth and good cheer! 

Volunteers who made this holiday party a 
great time include Armand Latour, who helped 
with planning and setting up. Donna Becker 
and Dave Woods also helped with setting up 
and supervising the buffet, drink, and dessert 
stations. Santa also made a special appearance 
with gifts for the children attending the party 
(Thanks to volunteer Tom Wilson who made the 
arrangements for Santa’s visit).  Also contributing 
to the success of the party are the various 
volunteers who helped by providing delicious 
desserts to share! All of these people showed 
incredible graciousness, putting in the time and 
effort to allow volunteers to have a fun party. 

Volunteers also enjoyed holiday games 
winning gift certificates generously donated by 

Angelo’s Restaurant, holiday decorations, holiday 
coffee mugs, wine, lottery tickets, candy, and a 
free hotel stay donated by Home2 Suites by Hilton 
in McCandless.  

Appropriately, volunteer Bob Popey won 
the grand prize for the “Pass the Holiday Gift 
Game”, two LED Christmas tree candles. During 
the game, players continually un-wrapped a 
gift following the instructions attached to each 
layer in order to find out whom to pass the gift 
to next. Bob was the last person to get the gift, 
as the person before him was instructed to give 
the gift to the person they thought was “the most 
big hearted.” Not only did Bob volunteer to be 
scheduled for the most operating days in 2019, 
but he also volunteered to help play Santa during 
the Museum’s Santa Trolley Event. There is no 
denying that he definitely deserved the grand 
prize for this game! 

All in all, the party was a great tribute to a 
great year and a great salute to the New Year. 

The annual holiday party is an example of just 
one of the many benefits volunteers receive when 
giving time to help the Museum. Besides the 
holiday party, also hosts an annual appreciation 
event, several picnics throughout the summer 
and fall, and celebrations for the completion 
of big projects. Volunteers have opportunities 
throughout the year to meet one another, whether 

Volunteer Celebrations!                               by Kaylee Horvat, Volunteer Coordinator
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2019 Holiday Party Kids and Santa.                 Kaylee Horvat photo



new or veteran members, and enjoy the company 
of individuals that share their passion and 
interests. 

Contact Me, Volunteer Coordinator, Kaylee 
Horvat, to find out how you can become a volunteer, 
help the Museum, and enjoy these fun volunteer 
events with other trolley fans like you! PTM
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Bob Popey was one of many prize winners at the Holiday party.              Kaylee Horvat photo



Heinz, Campbell’s Soup, LifeSavers, Wrigley’s, 
and Coca-Cola. Sound familiar? You might even have 
these products at home right now. We see and hear 
ads everywhere; television commercials, billboards, 

magazines, radio, and even the internet. They are 
often eye-catching and enticing and probably what 
you try to fast forward through during your favorite 
TV show. There is no escape; ads are a part of 
everyday life.  

What about in the past? (Before Superbowl 
commercials drew as much attention as the game!)  
Similar to today, where almost every household 
has a car, everyone used to ride the trolley to get 
from here to there. Approximately 50,000 trolleys 
displayed advertisements or car cards in nearly 

3,000 cities and towns around 1918. What better 
place to put an advertisement for your product, than 
on one of those 50,000 trolley cars that each carried 
on average 500 passengers a day!

Enjoy a trolley ride at the Pennsylvania Trolley 
Museum this season and look for the trolley’s 
advertisement cards. Each trolley is outfitted with 
unique ad cards based on time period and location of 
service. These cards are fun to read and compare to 
today’s products and events. What do you recognize?

Create your own ad card! Choose your favorite toy, 
food, or place to visit and design an advertisement 
card that could be on a trolley. Think about pictures, 
words, and colors that help share why your product 
is the best! PTM

Ad Cards             Sarah Lerch, Museum Educator
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Ad cards on the interior of Pittsburgh 1711.
Tom Pawlesh photo



Each year I focus my last quarter article on 
the previous year; I take you on a journey through 
each season of 2019 and end with the New Year.  As 
humans, we are naturally nostalgic and love to look 
back on past experiences/memories. I myself love to 
do this and that’s one of the biggest reasons that I 
love to learn about history, but 2020 feels different. 
It’s a new decade and one year closer to the new 
Welcome and Education Center being completed. 
As we continue into our future we will want to be 
guided, just as tracks do for our beloved collection 
of trolleys.

So climb aboard as I guide you through some 
of the new things coming from the Visitor Services 
department in 2020. Keep an eye on your inbox, 
because starting in the 2020 season, members who 
have opted into receiving emails will start to receive 
a monthly email newsletter. With the help of the 
Events & Programs Assistant, Kristen Fredriksen, 
we will be sending out a newsletter email at the end 
of each month. The title of this email newsletter is 
Stay on Track. We want this newsletter to be a fun 
way to stay connected to the museum. In the first 
issue of the 2020 Stay on Track email newsletter, 

there will be a survey. We ask that you answer the 
survey questions so the museum may better meet 
what you may expect from an online newsletter. 
While our digital landscape continues to change, you 
will also find some new things at the Pennsylvania 
Trolley Museum.

Thanks to a group of volunteers, the restrooms 
in the Museum Store area have had a mini 
makeover. The walls have been covered with a fresh 
coat of paint and visitors will find new mirrors. The 
painting did not stop there and the restrooms in 
the Events Room building have been given a fresh 
coat of paint as well. But we are not focused just on 
the physical changes that you will see during your 
visits, we have also added to our public programs. 

For the first time in many years, we will be 
hosting a variety of public programs. The Visitor 
Services department and the Education department 
will be joining forces to develop new programs for 
2020. The first Tuesday of June, July and August will 
kick off the museum’s first ever, Toddler Tuesdays! 
Guests are welcomed to join the museum for this 2 
hour special where toddlers will get to make a craft, 
hear a story, ride a trolley, and experience an age 

Stay on Track!               By Maddy Cline, Visitor Services Manager

PTM
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Santa Trolley Gang with Santa @ Santa Trolley 
Bob Popey photo

Nicole and Nancy show off the decorated post office used as 
Yuletide Shuttle destination this year.    Bruce Wells photo

Santa-Wayne & Nancy with Train Layout - 2019 
Scott Becker photo

Santa Trolley crowds.            Photo by Scott Becker



appropriate tour of our Trolley Display Building. 
This program will be for toddlers aged 2-4 and will 
require a minimum of one parent or chaperone per 
child for supervision.  Tickets for this event will be 
available online in advance; members will receive 
an email when these tickets become available. 
Our second new program will be Pittsburgh Days! 

Guests who wear their favorite Pittsburgh themed 
shirt will receive one dollar off their admission cost. 
Pittsburgh Days will be held every Thursday of 
June, July and August. In addition to the discount, 
the museum will be running operational Pittsburgh 
trolleys on those days! 

We know that we are excited about the 2020 season 
and greatly look forward to having you be a part of 
some of the great changes we are making! PTM
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Sarah Lerch helps out as our Elf at Santa Trolley.
Santa-Volunteers and Staff on the Yuletide Shuttle 

Scott Becker photo

Santa-Train layout was a big hit! Scott Becker photo
Santa-Steel City Lug volunteers.    Scott Becker photo

Elf Kristen Fredricksen poses with Santa at the end of final 
busy Santa Trolley day December 15.

On December 7, the Wells Famly also had a pleasant visit with 
Santa, imagine that!.



In my last article, I relayed a bit about how 
museums and archives are intertwined and how 
they support each other.  In this article, I would like 
to discuss how the archives at PTM are changing 
and some of the steps that have been taken to help 
us realize a future transportation research center.

First, a collections management policy has been 
adopted that is specific to the archives.  We have 
a comprehensive collections policy for the trolley 
portion of the collection, but there was very little that 
governed the archives.  The adoption of this policy 
helps the archives in several ways:  first, it allows 
us to focus on the areas that are truly pertinent to 
our mission, and secondly, it allows us to identify 
gaps in our collections.  Identifying the gaps within 
collection is important because it means that we can 
allocate people, money, and time toward acquiring 
objects or collections that allow us to tell the story of 
the trolley era within Pennsylvania more fully.

At the same board meeting where the collections 
policy was adopted, money was allocated to license 
a collections management system.  A collections 
management system enables us to have a singular 
searchable database so eventually, all objects or 
collections from a certain person or a particular 
subject can be located and used.  (As a side note, this 
collections management system can accommodate 
a variety of collections beyond those located in the 
physical archives space.  The collections of technical 
documents in the shop space are good examples 
of collections outside of the archives that would 
benefit.)  The contract for this system – ArchivEra – 
has been signed, and the rollout and implementation 
have been scheduled for the first quarter of 2020.  
The creators of ArchivEra, Lucidea, provide all of 
the server space, security, back-ups to prevent data 
loss, troubleshooting, and customer support for the 

product, which means we do not have to update 
our infrastructure or hire additional personnel at 
this point in time.  Lucidea will also import any of 
our previously created databases into ArchivEra, 
which means that prior work will not be lost.  I can 
honestly say that I am excited to have a database 
and retrieval system in place so that members can 
(eventually) browse and see what we have!

Additionally, strides toward protecting the 
collections we already have are being made.  Eaton 
has given us several new spaces in their building, 
all of which are heated and air-conditioned.  Three 
of the spaces are adjacent to the existing archives, 
and two are located on the first floor.  This is 
important because our current archives space is 
not climate-controlled beyond minimal heating in 
the winter months.  We plan to move most of our 
electronic equipment and our vulnerable collections 
from the original archives space to the new spaces.  
Plus, these spaces will give staff and volunteers a 
more hospitable work environment in both summer 
and winter when the temperature can be extreme in 
the archives.

Aside from these major changes, other smaller 
but important changes are taking place too.  Job 
descriptions for volunteers are being developed, safety 
procedures are being put into place, and policies are 
being created.  All of these changes are in place to 
solidify our foundation, in anticipation of creating a 
true research center that supports the museum and 
its mission.  These changes are based on best practices 
and standards from national and international 
organizations within the museum and archives 
realms.  They are also in response to addressing legal 
issues that routinely occur with museums, archives, 
and libraries.  I am excited to invite you to be part of 
the changes taking place too. PTM

The Times, They Are A Changin’-    By Carrie Wardzinski

11Fourth Quarter 2019
And let’s not forget that Pumpkin Patch also happened this quarter as Tom Wilson gathers visitors for the east site activities..



On January 1, 2020, current Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation Secretary Leslie 
S. Richards will assume the position of SEPTA’s 
General Manager, becoming the second woman to 
hold that position at the nation’s sixth-largest transit 
agency. The authority’s board of directors voted 
unanimously at their November meeting to approve 
her selection. She replaces current General Manager 
Jeffrey Knueppel, who is retiring December 31 after 
a thirty-year career with SEPTA. He has been 

General Manager since 2015. SEPTA’s first woman 
and first African American General Manager was 
Faye Moore, who served from 2002 to 2008 before 
retiring. 

Richards will have a full plate upon assuming 
her position, including declining bus ridership due 
to ride-sharing companies such as Uber and Lyft, 
the growing cost of SEPTA’s KEY CARD system, 
now put at $200 million, which has yet to be fully 
implemented on the Regional Rail system and CCT 
Connect, the paratransit arm of the Authority, and 
a continuing debate between the Authority and the 
city over ending transfer fees.

A Montgomery County native, Ms. Richards has 
been a Whitemarsh Township supervisor, a member 
of the Montgomery County Board of Commissioners, 
which she formerly chaired, and Governor Wolf’s 
Secretary of Transportation since 2015. Once in 
her new role, Richards said, she hopes to elevate 
planning initiatives but will start by listening to 
the community. “That’s what I did at PennDot — I 
listened a lot at the beginning so that we could then 
make a plan,” she said. “I know it sounds kind of 
simple, but it’s really at the heart of everything we’ve 
been able to accomplish at the Commonwealth”. 
As transportation secretary, Richards looked to 

Philadelphia Notes               By George Gula
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The Christmas holiday season brought out another wonderful creation by SEPTA employees.          Bill Monaghan photo

Leslie S. Richards SEPTA’s new General Manager. 
TIM TAI / Philadelphia Inquirer Staff Photographer photo



In early December, a rumor began circulating in 
the Philadelphia area concerning the removal of the 
PCC-II cars from service effective with the February 
22, 2020 schedule change due to upcoming work on 
the I-95 overpass over Frankford Avenue, as closing 
Frankford Avenue would have left Route 15 trolleys 
with no way to reach their eastern terminus along 
Delaware Avenue. With only 8 to 10 cars out of the 18-
car fleet said to be operational and with at least four 
of the remaining eight cars rumored to be completely 
out-of-service, the news that the PCCs were being 
taken off the streets fueled fears that the historic cars 
would never return and social media not only began 

better collaborate with local governments with the 
PennDot Connects initiative. Her salary at SEPTA 
will be $329,732.

Governor Tom Wolf said, “I look forward to 
working with Richards in this new role to expand 
and improve public transit in the Commonwealth’s 
largest regional transportation network. Secretary 
Richards has led the implementation of one of the 
largest investments in infrastructure in recent 
history. Her focus on innovation has helped make 
it easier for citizens to use PennDot services 
and improve planning for projects across the 
Commonwealth.” The Wolf administration is 
searching for a replacement for Richards at PennDot.
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9055 three quarter view-37 Westinghouse-Monaghan 2019.jpg
9055-Monaghan-Christmas 2019-interior rear.jpg

9055-Monaghan-Christmas 2019 signed up for Pittsburgh.              Bill Monaghan photo



announcing a variety of dates for the cars’ demise, 
but equated the loss of the cars with the temporary 
busing of Routes 15, 23 and 56 in 1992 and predicted 
that the PCC II fleet would never return to service. 
As the new year dawned, the final date of service was 
placed first at the end of Saturday January 25 and 
then later, Friday evening January 24. At 12:54 a.m. 
on Jan. 25 the final car, westbound 2324, discharged 
its last passengers at 63rd Street and Girard Avenue 
and headed out of service, bringing to an end PCC 
operation in the city — at least for now. The car 
pulled into Callowhill Depot at 12:29 a.m. and later 
operated to Elmwood Depot to join the other cars 
already in dead storage there.

A Philadelphia Inquirer article of January 22 
confirmed the removal of the cars from service with 
the final eastbound round-trip leaving Girard & 63 
at 11:59 p.m., but SEPTA also said “Not So Fast! 
It’s not the end of the line for the green and cream 
cars yet”. The Authority said that, yes, Route 15 will 
be streetcar-free for nearly two years, but it had no 
plans to sideline the streetcars for good. Several 
highway projects are partly to blame for the buses 
that will ply the line. The rebuilding of Interstate-95, 
which has already caused the substitution of buses 
for trolleys along the route east of Frankford Avenue 
to Richmond Street, is moving south to the I-95 
Frankford Avenue overpass, causing the closure of 
that road as new steel replaces the current structure 
and forcing the removal of the overhead there. Later 
this year, PennDot plans to close Girard Avenue for 

nearly two years so it can replace the aging bridge 
spanning the C.S.X railroad tracks at Girard & 
31 near Fairmount Park. This work will require 
additional transit detours and make it impossible for 
trolleys to operate at all, said SEPTA Spokesperson 
Carla Showell-Lee.

In addition, the eighteen 1940s-era PCCs, 
rebuilt in the early 2000s by Brookville Equipment 
Company, have been plagued with issues, including 
mechanical problems badly rusted chasses. Indeed, 
SEPTA reports indicate that buses are frequently 
substituted for trolleys on Route 15 due to mechanical 
failures. But Showell-Lee says SEPTA has no plans 
to sideline the streetcars for good. “SEPTA loves its 
trolleys,” she says. “and will utilize this down time to 
perform extensive maintenance and rehabilitation 
work on the fleet that serves the Route 15. The goal 
of this work is to extend the life of the vehicles and 
improve their reliability once they are placed back 
into service.”

On the Thursday before the change went into 
effect, transit advocates gave SEPTA’s board a clear 
message: “Fix the 15.” At a packed meeting, transit 
officials listened to people who disagreed with the 
removal of the historic cars and who expressed their 
frustration in part over a lack of communication 
concerning the entire issue. The meeting was led by 
5th Square, an urbanist political action committee, 
who noted that the Authority knew this was coming 
and should have announced it weeks ago instead 
of springing it on the public with five days notice. 
“This erodes trust.”

Chairman Pasquale T. “Pat” Deon expressed 
SEPTA’s commitment to the line and said, “Better 
communication is always a goal.” Current and 
future PennDot construction was a contributing 
factor as to why the trolleys are to be temporarily 
halted. About the meeting, Scott Sauer, SEPTA’s 
Assistant General Manager for operations, said 
Thursday’s remarks weren’t unexpected. “I know 
how passionate Philadelphians are about the 
trolleys, so any decision we make that concerns the 
operation of the trolleys is going to be scrutinized 
and explored ... but we welcome it,” he said. “They’re 
our stakeholders, and I value their input, and 
it’ll help us”. “We’re asking you to live with some 
construction, which I understand is inconvenient, 
but know we are going to be condensing the time by 
doing the trolley rehab at the same time, and then 
when the construction is done, the trolleys will come 
back — and they are coming back,” said Leslie S. 
Richards, SEPTA’s new General Manager, at her 
first board meeting in the role. “We know that you 
love the trolleys. I love the trolleys, too.” PTM
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For the benefit of those not familiar with Philadelphia.  SEPTA-
trolley-lines-map-routes.
http://www.septa.org/maps/trolley/city.html     SEPTA website



Work continues apace on the Trolley Street project. At the time of this writing all wood and steel line 
poles have been set in the ground. Behind the scenes items such as feeder cross arms, street lights, and 
traffic signals are being prepared for future installation.  In addition, galvanized line hardware has been 
ordered and received. 

Many thanks go to the volunteers who make all this progress happen: Laura Wells, Sarah Wells, Jeff 
King, Kevin Zebley, Doug Zebley, Armand Latour, and a cast of thousands. PTM

Power & Signals Report               By Scott Davis
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PCC II car 2324 photographed on the last night of service at the Casino Loop at Frankford and Delaware       Bill Monaghan photo

December 21 Kevin Zebley working with Laura Wells, Armand Latour, Larry 
Lovejoy, Jeff King and Kevin’s Dad Doug used the SEPTA auger truck to  drill 
pole holes and set them in place. the crew setting poles for the Enterprise Wye and 
Trolley Street.

At the Enterprise Wye the pole setting crew 
worked late in the day to get as much done on 
this Christmas Break opportunity.
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With school out for the holiday we had a large crew of volunteers 
on break.  In this photo Michael Buchta (student), Kevin Zebley 
(teacher) and Larry Lovejoy (not very retired) wield the tools of 
pole setting.      CuZinBruce photo

December 23 the crew moved to setting poles along Trolley 
Street.  Step one was to get the wooden poles set along the 
Display Building side of thew street.   Scott Becker photo

Jeff King manned the controls of the auger.  December 23.Jeff King, Michael Buchta, Sarah Wells and Kevin Zebley 
worked to set wood poles for Trolley Street.          CuZinB photo

January 2 Larry Lovejoy and George Greenbaum work to set 
steel poles for Trolley Street.           CuZinB photo

January 3 photo showing poles set along Trolley Street.



A left-over item from the previous newsletter 
was the roof board work on PST 14.  The project had 
begun back in early June when we began to clean 
and repaint the #1 end boards.  The pole base was 
removed for this exercise and we found significant 
wear in both the springs and internal parts.  Car 14 
and probably car 24 use Ohio Brass form 10 bases 
which use four springs (vs the two spring Form 11 
bases).  Also notable is the base bolt pattern differ 
so they are not normally interchangeable.  In our 
repertoire of rebuilt bases we had two Form 11s 
that had been modified to fit other applications so 
I installed one of these oddities as the repairs to 
the original base would take some time.  So this 
adventure lapsed until Sep. 29 when we removed 
the #2 end base, repainted the roof boards then 
installed the now rebuilt #1 end base in its place 
and proceeded to rebuild the second four spring pole 
base which was in somewhat better shape.  The 
closing act was not until Dec. 18 when the spare 
Form 11 base was exchanged for the proper and 
original Form 10 base.  If you are wondering how we 
keep track of the growing multitude of rebuilt pole 
bases, we stamp out and rivet a stainless steel ID 
plate to each base we refurbish and maintain a file 
on the origins of each base, repairs made, and where 

or what car the base is presently being used.
In the corrections department, routine 

maintenance on one of M210 Line Car’s controllers 
did not meet expectations.  Although I personally 
operated the car from the main shop to the TDB 
with at least adequate if not perfect performance 
from the subject controller,  problems were 
sporadically reported.  Subsequent inspections 
revealed a completely blackened cover liner (they are 
normally painted red) and some other indications 
of bad electrical events within.   The intermittent 
issues continued, by now narrowed down to the 
“transition” area, itself strange as this particular 
car does not see much, if any, parallel speed.  We 
had no wiring and development drawings of this 
particular controller but persistence by Fred Cooley 
and Eric Weinbrenner won the match by comparing 
the two controllers in the car and found a contrast.  
One of the segments was made a tad too long and 
the timing between one point opening and the next 
closing was too close for comfort.  We routinely 
fabricate burned segments from other longer ones 
but lack a good pattern to measure from.

Another adventure that actually began last 
newsletter period was PTC 2711 having low MG 
voltage output and eventually failed batteries late 

Electric Car Maintenance                                                                      By Bernie Orient
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Shop guys lunch inside 832N.                          Bob Jordan photo



in September.  On Sept 27, a dry but quite warm 
day, Fred Cooley and I endeavored to replace the 
batteries.  2711 was parked in the gated area 
31 outdoor area.  We removed the batteries and 
found several leaking cells.  My normal procedure, 
although found to be improper, was to scavenge good 
cells from other batteries, some never used, and 
insert them in place of the leakers.  The batteries 
in 2711 were of a different manufacturer and did 
not have cells interchangeable with what we had, 
or thought we had.  The inventoried supply of new 
Ni-Cad batteries was not to be found but a group of 
partial batteries were.  Over a six hour session Fred 
and I built up five-five cell batteries and installed 
them in the car.  The MG voltage was somewhat 
higher but still insufficient to fully charge the 
batteries.   We moved 2711 into the main shop and 
diagnosed the voltage regulator and found it to 
be faulty.  A search for the two inventoried spares 
came up empty but Bob Jordan and Kris Rosenwald 
sourced replacements for the expired obsolete semi-
conductor components.  One spare complete unit 
was eventually located, boxed and returned to the 
advertised APB location with some spare diodes 
inside.  All this was completed by late October.  An 
attempt to procure spare new NiCad batteries was 
derailed by exorbitant cost, questionable application 
and repair procedures.  

 On November 13 we got PCC 4004 to the shop 
and adjusted the thermostats for winter use.  My 
intent was to also re-configure the vent doors on 1711 
but could not access the car until late December. On 
the same day  Dave Moffett and I shifted Cincinnati 
2227 for open car 1758 at the TDB.  Artie Ellis was 
getting close to completion with repairs to the first 
two 1758 motors and I wanted to have the car within 
easy reach of the main shop when the time was 

right.  Meanwhile work accelerated on Difco-dump 
M551.  We made wood mock-ups of the complex 
brake beams, made drawings and had the beams 
cut from 4” thick A50 plate rather than attempt 
to have 1” plate precisely bent.  Using archival 
drawings of the unique double shepherd’s staff style 
brake rod ends, similar to the original fabric, had 
them duplicated plus standard clevis ends.  This 
design eliminated a clevis at the brake beam and 
was “prototypical”, possibly a Difco design.  Fred 

removed a battered rock shield that somewhat 
protected the resistor grids from falling debris and 
I fabricated a new one.  The wooden mounts for the 
old shield were charred (from overheated resistors) 
so I sourced non-combustible wood to replace them.  
We discovered a broken oak beam that supported 
the (sagging) heavy grid boxes and replaced that 
as well.  Bob Powischill did the layout of the holes 
required in the new clevis ends and the new brake 
beams.  I fabricated and installed the needed 
bushings.  Steve Hudspeth, George Greenbaum 
and Doug Kirkpatrick Jr. welded up the new brake 
rode to the finished clevises,  Eric Weinbrenner and 
Quinn Basch installed the beams and rods; Wayne 
Wicks and Doug Kirkpatrick Sr. stripped layers of 
old paint from both sets of sliding doors; Ken Ringer 
and I did the repainting.  I embarked on cutting in 
and installing piping for whistles at each end. Bruce 
located two whistles from those donated by Ned 
Apalakian.  Fred traced down and documented a lot 
of convoluted wiring.  Art Rizzino rebuilt the A-2 
emergency valve and both motorman brake valves.  
Dan Bower led the welders in repairs to holes in the 
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George Greenbaum and Steve Hudspeth are two of our valuable 
newer volunteers who have been working on preparations for east 
site trackage and overhaul of dump car.          CuZinB photo

Bearings for open car motor new and old that was “ridden hard 
and put away wet”  more than once.  Artie Ellis produced two 
new motor armature bearings like the ones shown for the first 
motor.  The second motor will not require new bearings.  These 
bearings will be made servicable by relining them with babbit 
bearing metal.         Bob Jordan photo



beds and complex structural repairs to frame areas 
at both ends of the car.  As we close out the year the 
cabs are ready for paint and the air brake system 
has been tested.  Ready or not M551 will need 
evicted from its present spot in the shop to resume 
work on Rio 1758 as Artie Ellis brings rebuilding of 
the first pair of traction motors near completion.

The seat adjusters for both motorman seats in 
P&WCT 78 were rebuilt some time ago.  They seized 
up and I lubricated them on October 30 but one of 
them persisted in binding.  Besides that and some 
light bulb replacement the car performed well up 
until Nov. 30 when it derailed at the Trolley Street 
switch, fifty-one weeks from the 2018 derailment at 
the same area although with a different truck.  There 
was a report from the re-railing team that gear lube 
was leaking from a gear case cover.  On December 
11, Dave Moffat moved the car from the TDB to the 
main shop where I removed the heavy cast cover 
that sported a fist-size opening peeled back on the 
bottom.  I had the cover cleaned by our friendly 
neighbor Reliance and Kevin Zebley repaired the 

damage noting that it was not the first time for this 
repair.  We noted there was a grease seal riveted to 
the gear case that had not been recognized before 
the cleaning operation and I’m presently working to 
produce a new one.  Bob Powischill attended to the 
sticking operator seat.

During a routine wellness check of PST 66 on 
Nov. 16 Brett Freithaler found a failed center door 
leaf.  Originally repaired in 2002 as part of the 
frame repair project, the doors received significant 
modifications in 2017 as the lag bolts holding the 
upper slider rod had pulled from the wood.  With the 
clock now ticking down for the annual Santa event 
we immediately removed the door and began repairs.  
The plan was to duplicate the top bracket repair by 
inserting a steel block with tapped holes to hold the 
rod bracket and weld on ears to the long steel strip 
added in the 2017 repair.   We got all of this done in 
one week but when we installed the door we found 
the slot in the car body was crooked enough that the 
repair ears would not pass through.  This exercise 
did not end well as other issues occurred during the 
Santa Event.

With warm weather behind us I had New Orleans 
832 shifted into the shop on Nov 23.  There was 
deferred work to be done on the #1 end door linkage.  
This had been rebuilt in 2012 that included new 
sector gears but I was informed this summer that 
the adjustment was never correct as the mechanism 
would not lock in the full open position.  Art Rizzino 
and Brett Freithaler disassembled the linkages 
over the door plus the door handle shaft.  There was 
significant slop in a three-point pivot plate above 
the doors and lots of play in the handle shaft.  We 
replaced four bearings all told.   The sector gears 
that were replaced in 2012 were still like new.  Art 
continued on with small adjustments to the folding 
steps and linkages that required replacement of a 
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Fred Cooley works on dump car  M551 wiring.  
Bob Jordan photo

Dan Bower was instrumental in the assembly and refabrication 
of dump car M551.     Bob Jordan photo

Steve Hudspeth in action performing fabrication work on the 
heavily rusted underframe of M551.   Bob Jordan photo



taper-to-right-angle threaded adapter and a rod 
end.  The focus then shifted to worn out rubber-mat 
flooring at the same end.  Replacement of the mat led 
to discovery of some rotted wood at the step up from 
the vestibule.  Bruce Wells removed the bad portions 
and epoxied in new wood.  The mat replacement 
looks like another challenge as there were loose 
areas of a ceramic leveling product beneath.

Moving on to the deferred maintenance list we 
got PRT 5326 into the shop on Dec. 28 for repairs 
to the door operator components, namely a leaking 
valve puller canister and re-piping the door valves 
at #2 end.  I had altered this some time ago to 
work around an apparent blockage subsequently 
discovered to be a faulty gasket in component other 
than the brake valve.  Concurrently Dave Moffat 
and Bob Powischill made several other car shifts 
that resulted in other cars requiring repairs to be 

housed in the Founders Car House for easy access 
when the opportunity arises.

I’d be remiss if I did not mention our observance 
of Art Ellis’s 100 birthday party on November 16.  Art 
is a true PTM Pioneer.  Maintenance Department 
provided the music for the obligatory Happy Birthday 
rendition consisting of Mike Buchta, piano accordion; 
Brett Freithaler, Bassoon; Art Rizzino, Trumpet, and 
myself on the Button Accordion.  During rehearsal a 
week prior it was determined that I persisted playing 
the piece in 2/4 (polka) tempo while it is properly played 
in ¾ (waltz) tempo.  I attempted to adapt, although not 
perfectly.  We’ll call our group the Half-Fast Quartet.

As the calendar flips to a New Year and 
decade I found that the Trolley Maintenance 
Department contributed over 3200 hours in 2019 
caring for our aged fleet.  We’re likewise aging 
and welcome new workers.

Many years ago Trolley Fare featured looks at the past entitled Trolley Fare 25 years ago.  A few years ago 
we revived that with old minutes from meetings compiled by Ralph Ciccone, long time recording Secretary 
for the organization.  For this extended issue online we have dug back into the minutes for a look at what 
was on the agenda back when.  

A look back 72 years!
11/30/48
Meeting at Downtown YMCA

 The meeting was called to order by President Brown, who informed us that all material for the West 
Penn bulletin was in the hands of the CERA; and that it could be expected in January or February.

 He then introduced Mr. Keller, Supt. Of Equipment of Pgh. Rys. Who gave an interesting talk on 
high-speed and PCC cars and conducted a question session afterwards.

 The meeting adjourned at 10:15 PM.

A look back 60 years

1/27/1960
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING The January 27 [1960] meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Pittsburgh Electric Railway Club was called to order by President Scanlon at 8:15 PM in Room 1203 at 14 
Wood Street.  Bowker read the minutes of the last Board meeting held on December 30, 1959.

 Scanlon told of the need for a lot of workers at Arden, next Saturday to unload Johnstown trolley 
parts.  He stated that the carhouse will hold all the equipment we now own plus an additional car.  It will 
still have 21 feet of shop space left.  Scanlon told of attending the indictment of two involved in a robbery at 
Arden and other places last July.  No witnesses were called.

 Schwartz told the Board about the condition of the two 700 West Penn bodies at Fairchance, Pa.  Much 
discussion followed and it was decided to get a price on a West Penn body and let the regular members vote 
on whether or not to purchase it, at a regular meeting.  It would be financed by those individual members 
who are interested in supporting the project.

 Scanlon announced a publication meeting for February 3, at his house, to get a publication on 
Johnstown started.  Board members thought it would be wise to start a series of publications on the 
Johnstown, Pittsburgh, West Penn and other systems.  It was also agreed it might be well to reproduce the 

PTM

Flashes from the Past        Preserved by Ralph Ciccone
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Pumpkin Patch 2019
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4398 decorated at Richfol platform.

It’s great when old faces return to work at the Museum.  Joe Brandtner working one of many Pumpkin Patch runs.

Pumpkin inside the TDB.



“Electric Railway Journal” for 1891, that is, the special Convention issue as it was held in Pittsburgh.

 The membership application of E. D. Greer Jr. was read by Scanlon.  Ralph Chilcott moved and 
England seconded that his application be accepted.  Motion was carried.  England moved and Ralph Chilcott 
seconded that Arden Short Line passes be issued to regular members, associate members and to those who 
have been of service to the club, for complimentary use.  Passes will be issued at the beginning of each year 
to regular members whose museum bond assessment is paid for the prior year, and whose dues are paid 
for the current year.  Passes are being issued to associate members in lieu of associate membership cards.  
Motion was carried unanimously.  These passes along with the regular membership cards are now being 
printed for 1960.  England suggested that permanent numbers be assigned to regular members.  

Scharar moved and England seconded the meeting be adjourned at 10:55 PM.

Board members present were:  Scanlon, Scharar, Bowker, Ralph Chilcott and England.  Board members 
absent were:  Geissenheimer, Benjamin and Redman.  Regular members present were:  Schwartz, Hannegan 
and Wilkins.

Respectfully Submitted,
Richard L. Bowker  Secretary

January 14, 1960

 The January 1960 meeting of the Pittsburgh Electric Railway Club was called to order in Room M1 
of the Downtown YMCA on January 14, 1960, at 8:07 PM by President Scanlon.  Bowker read the minutes 
of the December meeting.  Scharar gave the Treasurer’s report and the balance was $1325.46.  Bowker read 
the minutes of the December 30 Board of Directors meeting.

 Scanlon thanked the administration and the workers at the museum for their help the past year.  
He hopes they will continue to do a good job.  Redman told of the aluminum to be moved from Washington, 
Pa. to Arden on Saturday, and requested help to do so.  Scanlon told of the fact that there were only three 
Saturdays during 1959 that there was no work crew at Arden.

 Benjamin reported on the Johnstown Traction fantrip and stated it was a success with a profit 
of $114.  He then told of having the two old cars reserved for the last Sunday in Johnstown of streetcar 
operation.  Peterson reported on a plan of two routes for a 1960 B&O Railroad fantrip.  One route would 
be to go to Connellsville from Pittsburgh, and then to Morgantown and Kingwood, W. Va., and then to 
Cumberland, Md., and then return to Pittsburgh via the “main line”.  This would be about a 12-hour trip.  
The second trip would be from Pittsburgh to Butler and Indiana, Pa., and then return to Pittsburgh.  This 
trip would take about 10 ½ hours.  Members expressed interest in the trips and more thought the longer, 
West Virginia trip would be the more appealing one.

 Ray Chilcott told of the meeting next month as being our Sixth Anniversary of Arden.  He urged 
members to bring in their 8mm movies and slides taken at Arden.  Redman moved and Ray Chilcott seconded 
the meeting be adjourned at 8:58 PM.  A program consisting of an unusual movie on toy trains was presented 
by Redman.  After that, a program of excellent movies of interurbans and streetcars photographed in the 
1930’s and 1940’s by Ellis was presented by him.

 Regular members present included:  Scanlon, Scharar, Bowker, Ray Chilcott, Hannegan, Gorton, 
Schwartz, Ralph Chilcott, Benjamin, England, Long, Redman, Galbraith, Geissenheimer, Powers, Bartley, 
McGrew, Baxter, Ellis, Peterson, Bowers, Wiersema and Kreuzberger.  Visitors present included:  Ed Greer, 
Tom Greer, Si Kattan and Tony Schill. 

 Respectfully submitted,
 Richard L. Bowker, Secretary

PTM
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Notice of Annual Meeting – Pennsylvania Trolley Museum Inc.

The Annual Membership Meeting of the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum will be held on Saturday, 
September 12, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Museum’s Education & Events Room. This meeting is open to all 
voting members of the Museum (regular, couple and family memberships).  The agenda so far is:

•Update on the status of the Museum and the On Track for the Future campaign.
•Presentation of the slate of candidates for election to the Museum Board of Trustees
•Acceptance of nominations from the floor for additional candidates for election to the Board of Trustees.

Please note that in order to be on the ballot for the Board of Trustees, the individual must have been 
a member for a minimum of three years, the individual’s membership must be in good standing and the 
individual must accept their nomination.

Pittsburgh Transit in the News
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We Thank our 
Generous 

Corporate Sponsors!

Birthdays bring wonderful family groups to the museum for celebrations.


