
the project ahead of schedule!  The East Campus 
Development continues along at the fast pace!  
LLI Construction continues to monitor the project 
and helped us to bring aboard Desmone Architects 
located in the Lawrenceville section of Pittsburgh 
to develop the plans and specifications.  Gateway 
Engineers has been brought in to do the civil 
engineering work and Mackin Engineering has been 
retained to deal with FEMA filings.  We have had 
fruitful dialogue with Mick Borza, our state hired 
consultant, who is facilitating our compliance with 
many regulations and requirements we need to meet 
to have our $2,500,000 Redevelopment Assistance 
Capital Project grant (RACP) implemented.  

We are busy writing grants and are grateful to 
the following funders that have stepped forward: 
education grants have been awarded from The 
Treadway Foundation for $21,000 and Laurel 
Foundation for $15,000 and First Energy Foundation 

I am very pleased to report that the Pennsylvania 
Trolley Museum has been inducted into the 
TripAdvisor Hall of Fame! This prestigious award 
is for businesses that have received a Certificate of 
Excellence for five consecutive years, specifically; 
this means 2019 Certificate of Excellence recipients 
qualify if they were recognized in 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018, and 2019.  Note that only 10% of businesses rated 
by TripAdvisor receive a Certificate of Excellence.  A 
hearty thank you goes to our volunteers, staff and 
supporters for providing such an excellent visitor 
experience and to our visitors that shared their 
favorable experience with TripAdvisor!

Significant progress continues on many fronts 
at the Museum.  Our Fairgrounds Platform project 
is complete in advance of this year’s County Fair. 
Thanks to our volunteers, who donated over 2,500 
hours, and good contractors such as CH&D and 
Frontier Railroad Services, we were able to finish 
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for $5,000.  In addition we received a $7,000 grant for 
the Fairgrounds Platform Canopy Project from the 
Epic Metals Corporation Charitable Foundation.   It 
is also my pleasure to thank the Washington County 
Community Foundation for two grants we received 
this spring. These included a $2,500 grant from 
South Hills Toyota that are being used to further our 
marketing campaign this year and a $1,700 grant 
from the Paula D. Falconi Fund which were used to 
purchase a defibrillator for our East Campus.

We held our annual Volunteer Recognition 
Banquet on April 27 at the Chartiers Township 
Community Center.  This was an opportunity for 
the Museum to thank its wonderful volunteers for 
all they do and to recognize those that have gone 
above and beyond.  This year Edward Lybarger 
received the President’s Award from 2018 President 
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Some of the “Top 10” Volunteers in hours during 2018: Chris 
Golofski, Jeff King, Bob Jordan, Dan Bower and George Gula.

Barrie Baker receives Special Event award from Sarah Lerch, 
Museum Educator.

Scott Becker presents the Executive Director’s Award to Doug 
Zebley at the annual recognition dinner.



Bob Jordan in recognition for his 25+ years as the 
Museum’s Archivist & Librarian.  I presented the 
Executive Director’s Award to Doug Zebley for his 
many hours of behind the scenes work in a number 
of areas.  Barrie Baker received a Special Events 
Award for the many hours he devotes to assisting 
in special events and Bob Popey was honored with 
the Rookie Award.  Bob drives from the Johnstown 
area, and covers many operations shifts during the 

year.  Operations Manager Kevin Zebley presented 
David George with the Operator of the Year 
Award.  Dave is the son of a Port Authority trolley 
operator who brings his “A” game to every trip he 
operates.  See Maddy Cline’s article which features 
Dave. Thanks to all of our volunteers who help the 
Museum to go and grow!

Speaking of volunteers it is my great pleasure 
to welcome Kaylee Horvat as our new Volunteer 
Coordinator/Recruiter.  Kaylee comes to us from 
the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy where she 
worked extensively with volunteers throughout their 
large system of parks and outdoor floral displays.  
Her duties are to recruit more volunteers to the 
Museum as well as help make the experience for all 
of our volunteers an enjoyable one.  Kaylee brings 
a lot of energy to the position and I hope you will 
welcome her when you see her around the Museum!  
See Kaylee’s introduction later in this issue.

If you have considered volunteering this would 
be a great time to begin.  The Museum is going 
through an exciting transition period as we ramp 
up to our new facilities at the East Campus where 
more volunteers will be needed to fully realize our 
potential.  Please contact Kaylee at: 
volunteer@patrolley.org for more information! 

and developing new educational programming for 
now into the future.  The operating crews, in the near 
90 degree temperatures, always greet the visitors, 
with a smile.  Volunteers are busy working in the 
shop, keeping the equipment in good running order 
assuring the visitors a pleasant experience.  Please 
make sure you read Bernie’s article to keep up on 
what’s going on.  The grass and brush are being cut, 
mostly in the morning.  Nothing beats the smell of 
fresh cut grass when you are out doing an inspection 
trip first thing in the morning.  The smiles of the 
children, the wonder of the adults as the trolley rocks 
and rolls along the track.  It gives you a warm fuzzy 
feeling when you see the great experience the visitors 
are having.  Remember, you too can be part of this.  
There’s so much you can do to help.  Come out and 
find something that interests you.  You’ll be glad you 
did and we can certainly use the help.

Scott Becker has been doing a great job working 
on grants to fund the various projects around the 
Museum.  Seems every time I turn around, Scott is 
handing me another grant request to sign.  You’ve 
read about the results of his hard work in his article.  
In addition to his grant requests, Scott is always 
working to promote the Museum.  I’ve attended 
several events with him and his energy amazes 
me.  He’s like a magician; he keeps pulling Trolley 

The weekend of May 25 marked the re-opening 
of the Arden end of the line for public operation, 
having been closed since just after the County Fair 
in 2018.  Thankfully, good weather and a lot of 
hard work by our volunteers, the prime contractor 
CH&D, and their subcontractor, Frontier Railroad 
Services, allowed the project to be completed 
ahead of schedule.  Having made a trip to Arden 
two weeks prior to the official opening while 
entertaining several VIP guests, all I could say 
was, “Wow”!  Approaching, the new platform after 
crossing North Main Street, it was like a sea of 
concrete in front of me.  What a difference from the 
old platform!  While as of this writing, there’s still a 
little more work to be done, it’s still very impressive 
and well worth a trip to the Museum to see.  I can’t 
wait until the canopy is in place next year and it’s 
100% complete.  The “Golden Spike Ceremony” to 
celebrate the grand opening is planned for Friday, 
August 9 at 11 A.M.  Thanks to everyone who was 
involved in this project for a job well done!

We’ve been blessed with pretty good weather so 
far this season.  It may be a little warm for some, 
but the beautiful weather is bringing out the visitors.  
Maddy Cline, our Visitor Services Manager, has been 
busy fine tuning our special events and Sarah Lerch, 
our Educator, has been busy getting group bookings 

From the Front Platform                                            By Christopher J. Golofski, President
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Rookie of the Year Bob Popey piloting Open Car 1758 during 
this year’s Daniel Tiger event.     Bruce Wells photo



Museum brochures and business cards out of his 
pocket, like he has an endless supply.

If you’ve been hearing a lot about the new Welcome 
& Education Center and Trolley Street to be built on 
the East Site and haven’t seen a lot of progress, don’t 
get concerned.  There is a tremendous amount of 
work to be done before the first shovelful of dirt can 
fly.  Engineering studies have to be made, permits 
obtained and plans finalized.  All this is going on in 
the background at a rapid pace.  I need to single out 
Larry Lovejoy, our Director of Engineering.  Even 
though Larry is a volunteer, he is a full time volunteer 
with tremendous expertise!  His fingerprints are 
all over the Fairgrounds Platform Project (and the 
Fairgrounds Bridge project the year before that) 
as well as all the East Campus Development.  The 
Museum is truly blessed with great people! The East 
Campus Committee is hard at work making sure that 
when we open the doors of the new W&EC and the 
first trolley rumbles down Trolley Street it will be 

something we’ll be proud of for many years to come.  
This will be the culmination of a dream that started 
decades ago by the forward-thinking members of the 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.

After many meetings and considering the input 
of volunteers and staff, the East Campus Committee 
finalized the floor plan for the new Welcome and 
Education Center.  If you’re interested in seeing what 
the finished project will look like and the tentative 
construction schedule, make sure you attend the 
Annual Membership Meeting on September 14 to be 
held at 7:00 p.m. in the Events Room.  All members 
in good standing are welcome to attend.

I would also like to welcome Kaylee Horvat, our 
new Volunteer Coordinator/Recruiter.  Scott gave you 
a little information about Kaylee’s background in his 
article.  I think we’ll all agree Kaylee will be a good 
fit for the Museum as we move forward.  I encourage 
those that have been thinking about volunteering to 
take the plunge and contact Kaylee!

It is my pleasure to introduce myself, Kaylee Horvat, as the new 
Volunteer Coordinator for the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum. One of the 
first things you may notice upon meeting me is my Midwestern accent. 
I am originally from Southwest Michigan, but the accent has somewhat 
faded in my 10 years residing in the Pittsburgh area. And now, I even 
sometimes find myself saying words like slippy and sweeper.

Currently, I reside in the Pleasant Hills area with my husband, 
2 daughters (Lucy and Trudy), 2 cats, dog, and rabbit. When I find 
a spare minute, I enjoy doing crafts, especially through up-cycling 
old materials into something useful and/or beautiful.  I also enjoy 
exploring Netflix, reading a good book, and hanging out, snuggling, 
or going on an adventure with my girls.

A decade ago, I came to Pittsburgh as an undergrad student 
attending the University of Pittsburgh. I have always had a passion 
for helping the community, which led to me volunteering for the 

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. Gaining an interest in libraries, I decided upon graduation to get a Master’s 
Degree in Library Science. While getting my degree I also became a Library Assistant in the Volunteer 
Services Department of the library. This is where my passion for volunteer coordinating really grew. 

After graduating with my MLIS I received a Full-Time position at the Carnegie Library of Homestead, 
where I worked for several years. During that time I also had my first little girl, Lucy. After Lucy was born 
I realized two things.  First, I wanted to be able to spend more time with her. Two, I wanted to go back to 
working with volunteers.  I missed meeting all the different people with different skillsets. I missed figuring 
out how people can help an organization and how an organization can in turn help them. I missed hearing 
volunteer’s stories and why they were passionate about helping an organization.

Soon I began working at the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy as the Volunteer Services Associate. This was 
a unique position of engaging with volunteers from a development/donor relations perspective and centralizing 
volunteer processes for a large organization. After gaining a couple more years of experience working with 
volunteers in this diameter, I felt ready to make the leap to becoming a Volunteer Coordinator. This brings me to 
the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum!

I am excited to be part of the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum during this exciting time of transition. I 
look forward to bringing on board many new volunteers to join us in this important part of PTM history as 
it makes its journey forward into the new facility. Please stop by my office to meet me in person anytime.  I 
have already met many volunteers and look forward to meeting all of the wonderful volunteers I continue 
to hear about here at PTM. Hope to see you soon!

PTM

Meet Kaylee!
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The heroic statue of George Washington atop 
the courthouse dome can be seen for miles around. 
While George is a familiar image today, he hasn’t 
always looked over the city. There have been four 
different courthouses since Washington officially 
became a county over 220 years ago. The first 
courthouse, a two-story log structure constructed 
in 1787, housed the courthouse and jail on the first 
floor and the Washington Academy for Boys on the 
second floor.  The structure burned to the ground 
in 1791 and was replaced by a two-story brick 
courthouse built between 1792 and 1794. (You may 
recognize those dates as the Whiskey Rebellion, an 
event remembered each summer by the Whiskey 
Rebellion Festival!) The second courthouse was used 
for about 45 years until it was deemed too small for 
a booming Washington County. The third courthouse 
was opened in 1842 and used until 1897 when it too 
could not keep up with the hustle and bustle of the 
county. The forth and present Washington County 
Courthouse, known as the People’s Palace, was 
constructed between 1898 and 1900. The Washington 
Bar Association held a competition, and Pittsburgh 
architect Frederick Osterling was selected to design 
the new courthouse. The original budget of $479,000 
was quickly doubled to $1 million dollars (that’s 
about 30 million dollars today!) with the inclusion of 

provide history and architecture tours of the 
Washington County Courthouse. Tours are free and 
run about 45 minutes. Please contact Sarah Lerch, 
Museum Educator, at education@patrolley.org to 
schedule a tour. 

Kid’s Corner
Learn: The first George Washington statue was 

18 feet tall and made of terra-cotta. Poor George 
had a rough time on the dome and was struck by 
lightning three times! The first strike hit his nose, 
then his chin, and the final bolt destroyed his head. 
The new and improved George was placed on the 
dome in 1927. He is 18 feet tall and weighs 12,000 
pounds or 6 tons. Made of bronze, the new George 
has a lightning rod behind his head so he does not 
meet the same fate as George #1. 
Think: 
Which material is better for George, terra-cotta or 
bronze? Why? 
How tall are you?  Measure yourself and compare 
your height to George. 
Six tons is pretty heavy!  How much does a car weigh? 
What about a whale? Can you find something that is 
as heavy as George? 
Do: 
Draw or build a new statue of George Washington to 
sit atop the Courthouse dome. 
What will he look like? 
What material is your statue made of? 

Italian marble floors and stairs and other elaborate 
designs and furnishings. While the courthouse has 
seen restoration work throughout its over 100 years 
of service, it still stands proudly today as the People’s 
Palace. 

Want to learn more? The Pennsylvania Trolley 
Museum partners with Washington County to 

The People’s Palace        Sarah Lerch–PTM Educator

PTM
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This photo illustrates the Italian marble floors, stairs and other 
elaborate designs and furnishings that made the Washington 
County Courthouse a million dollar project in 1900.

Sarah Lerch photo

Here are illustrations of the George Washington statues then 
and now.



Each day as I send off emails to volunteers, staff 
members, and guests, it includes the quote, “The 
ornament of a house is the friends who frequent 
it.” –Ralph Waldo Emerson. This quote rings true 
for every person who walks through our Museum. 
While our Trolleys, buildings, and exhibits are 
important to our history, the volunteers, staff, and 
most importantly, our visitors, truly are the gems at 
our Museum. The Museum has become synonymous 
with “Happiest day of our lives”, “I remember 
when,” and “Another year older” quotes. People 
simply had the Museum provide the backdrop to 
those memories. Every year our visitors celebrate 
momentous occasions with us! So far this season, the 
Museum has helped in the celebration of multiple 
birthdays, one engagement, multiple anniversaries 
and one wedding. The Museum has become part of 
our people’s lives and therefore, they have become 
part of our history. 

On July 4, 2019, the Museum was decorated 
with its finest patriotic regalia. While the Museum 
was celebrating our nation’s Independence Day, 
we invited multiple guests to participate in our 
sold out Operator for an Hour Session. Each slot 
was filled that day and our Restoration Manager, 
Bruce Wells, provided instruction to the individuals 
who participated. Before getting on the trolley, our 
staff and volunteers like to speak with the guests 
to see where they are from, how they knew about 
the Museum and why they decided to participate 
in this program. During this particular occasion, 
we had 3 guests from the surrounding Pittsburgh 
area and one from Ohio. Every one of them grew up 
around trolleys and could not wait to get behind the 
controller! 

Which is why Bruce Wells said that the comment 
he hears the most is, “I rode these to work every 
day and I was always interested in how they work.” 
Throughout the years, this interest and passion to 
operate the trolleys has made Operator for an Hour 
a fan favorite, with it commonly selling out. The 
sessions are often birthday presents, Anniversary 
gifts, Christmas presents, or just a way to celebrate 
the holiday they are scheduled on. Meaning, once 
again, the Museum is the background for wonderful 
memories. 

Multiple participants of the Operator for an 
Hour sessions are now seasoned volunteers and 
I want to take the opportunity to tell one of their 
stories. Today I want to introduce you all to Dave 
George. As a visitor, you have probably seen him 
giving tours and operating the street car, but Dave 
started as a visitor participating in the Operator for 

an Hour session. In October 
of 2011, a friend of Dave’s 
mentioned the Pennsylvania 
Trolley Museum to him. Dave 
had visited the Museum in 
the past, but it had been 
years. His friend told him 
about the Operator for an 
Hour program and he signed 
up almost immediately. Dave, 
who had Bruce Wells as his 
instructor, said this of his 

experience, “We took 5326 out. I wore my father’s 
old Pittsburgh Railways Motorman’s jacket and off 
we went. I had operated PCC cars when my father 
was still an operator with the Port Authority, but 
operating a car with hand controls was really so 
very special. Bruce was patient with me as I learned 
the operation of the car and made me feel right at 
home at the Museum!” During the time that Dave 
participated in the program, he was working close to 
60 hours a week, so volunteering was a commitment 
that he could not make. In fall of 2013, Dave took an 
early retirement and was soon enrolled in the New 
Operator Training Class for the spring. “It had been 
decades since I had operated a PCC car but as soon 
as I got in the operators seat of 4004 and headed 
down the line, the sounds and the feel of the car all 
came back to me from when my father would let me 
operate when the car was empty and we were out on 
the Drake or Library line. 

From there it has been a very rewarding 
experience.” Since this was such a rewarding 
experience for Dave, you can frequently hear him 
mention the program in his tours as a “rewarding 

Making Memories      By Madelon Cline-Visitor Services Manager
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Dave George wore his father’s old motorman jacket for his first 
experience with the hand controls on Philadelphia 5326.  Below 
Dave’s Dad poses with Pittsburgh Railways 1720 in the days 
when cars served the Charleroi and Washington interurban lines.



program and honestly had I not heard of it, it may 
have been years before I ended up volunteering.” We 
are so honored to share this history with Dave and 
in turn, with all of you. The memories you have all 
shared here, from the celebrations to the everyday 
visit has allowed this Museum to grow into what 
it is today and what it will be tomorrow. If you are 

interested in participating in the Operator for an 
Hour Session, booking a birthday, receiving more 
information on Operator Training, or just planning 
a regular visit, please email me at visitorservices@
patrolley.org Thank you all for being the gems of 
our Museum and we greatly look forward to all the 
memories we can continue to make together!

Electric transit service will soon be returning to 
Pittsburgh’s East End – but not of the rail and wire 
variety.  The Port Authority will be receiving $1.1 
million in state funds to aid in the purchase of two 
new electric battery buses – the first in the fleet. 

The money is coming from Harrisburg, a slice of 
an $8.4 million pie that the state is receiving from a 
settlement with Volkswagen Group of America. The 
civil action was filed by the state after it was found 
Volkswagen’s vehicles were not meeting emissions 
standards while still being marketed to customers 
as lawful vehicles.

The grant program, called Driving PA 
Forward, focuses on multiple projects across the 
commonwealth, mainly targeting reductions in 
hydrocarbons, carbon dioxide and particulate 
matter. A couple other examples of where the 
funding is going include replacing diesel garbage 
trucks with CNG models and installing electric 
vehicle charging stations in municipal parking lots.

In Pittsburgh, the plan is to procure two of 
the battery electric coaches for service on Route 
88 Penn, connecting Downtown with the Strip, 
Lawrenceville, Garfield, East Liberty and Point 
Breeze. Transit history aficionados will recognize 
the routing and number of the former 88 Frankstown 
rail service (although the modern version stops shy 
of serving Homewood). The route is based at the 
East Liberty Division, and the facility will require 
some modifications to accommodate the new EV 
fleet.  At this point, it is expected the new buses will 
begin rolling at some point in 2020.

In other news, much talk has been made lately 
of capacity – or more importantly, the lack thereof. 
With frequent requests for more transit service in 
Allegheny County, mainly spurred by almost two 
decades of service reductions, the Port Authority 
has made several statements publicly about how 
any further expansion of the system cannot occur 
without additional vehicle storage and maintenance 
space.  This discussion almost always leads to 
questions about the currently mothballed Harmar 
Division in its namesake township along Route 
28. The facility has remained dormant since 2011, 
when a 15% service reduction forced the closure of 
the garage.  PAAC has stated it will be looking at all 

options for a future facility.
In the history department, June 20, 2019 

marked an important anniversary in Pittsburgh’s 
transit story as 50 years since the cessation of rail 
service in the West End.

The West End bus conversion was the largest 
single motorization effort in the history of Pittsburgh 
Railways Company at the time – a wholesale 
changeover of an entire division from rail to rubber. 
This topic tends to get a lot of traction these days 
on social media sites online – anytime a photo of 
a West End trolley pops up, the discussion begins 
about devious plots to force the car lines out, the 
Fort Pitt Bridge, etc.

Here at Pittsburgh Points, we want to give you 
a Cliff’s Notes version of what actually happened.

The plan actually began about a decade earlier; 
in 1949, the company made it known to the coalition 

that was planning the first Downtown renaissance 
that it would not be pursuing the continued operation 
of rail service in the West End. Financially, the Point 
Bridge routes were weak and the company saw the 
redevelopment project as a window of opportunity 
to get out of the rail business in that corridor.

Although proposals were floated about retaining 
rail service via the new Fort Pitt Bridge in some way, 
shape or form, it is questionable how serious any 
of these were. It was more than likely an elaborate 
smoke-and-mirrors game to get somebody else to pay 
for the replacement buses – which they eventually 
did. The state highway department ponied up the 
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funds to buy 25 brand new GM TDH4519 model 
coaches to replace the PCC cars.

The rail and wire of the newly-bustituted lines 
remained in place for several years after the conversion, 
mainly due to litigation between the trolley company 
and the boroughs and townships over who would pay 
for the removal of the physical plant.

It’s important to note that as Pittsburgh Railways 
was replacing rail service with bus service in the 1950s 
and into the 1960s, they were reducing bus service on 
already established lines, often at the same time. The 
bigger picture was that public transit in the region 

was dying, and the only way out was some form of 
public assistance, which eventually came in 1964.

The West End lines are long gone, but reminders 
of them are easily found today. The long private 
right of way from McCartney Street in the West 
End to where it lands on Crafton Boulevard  is 
plainly evident – including the car stops with their 
rail fences. There are also currently plans being 
created by the city to turn the right of way into a 
walking and biking path, restoring a convenient 
connection between neighborhoods once more – just 
for a different mode the second time around.

Beginning Sunday, May 5 and continuing through 
the end of service on Saturday, July 20, 2019, buses will 
replace all Route 10 streetcar service while SEPTA’s 
in-house track force performed major track and switch 
renewal between Girard & Lancaster Avenues and 
54th Street & Lansdowne Avenue. Buses will operate 
from the end of the line at 63rd & Malvern Streets to 
33rd & Market Streets where riders will transfer to 
the other four subway-surface trolley lines. In addition 
to new track and a new concrete and asphalt surface, 
switches will be replaced at 54th & Lansdowne and at 
Girard & Lancaster. This work is expected to continue 
to the end of July.

On June 7, the Philadelphia Inquirer announced 
that the West Philadelphia Trolley Situation had 
gotten very ugly, with four of the five trolley lines 
servicing the area not being fully functional thanks 
to a cruel convergence of planned maintenance 
and one freak service disruption. Some of these 
issues have been covered in past articles, such as 
the 1927-built bridge replacement on Woodland 
Avenue. This project, begun in 2018, had diverted 

Routes 11 and 36 via 49th Street and Chester 
Avenue. Riders in this construction zone have had 
to be content to use a shuttle bus. As covered above, 
Route 10 went down for trackwork in May. Then, on 
June 4 at the start of the morning rush hour, Route 
34 trolleys had to be replaced with buses between 
40th Street and 61st Street due to a large sinkhole 
that developed at Baltimore Avenue and 43rd 
Street. Only about three feet wide on the surface, 
underneath the paving, it was fully 20x20 feet wide. 
It encompassed the entire track area and virtually 
undermined the entire street. Route 34 trolleys ran 
through the tunnel between the 40th Street Portal 
and Juniper Street Station in Center City until 
trolley service resumed on Monday June 24, 2019 at 
3PM after a pilot car operated on the line to check 
the track work. 

Nearly 40 improvement projects have been put 
on hold as SEPTA awaits the outcome of a lawsuit 
that could reduce its capital budget by one third this 
summer. In March, the Owner-Operator Independent 
Drivers Association Inc. and the National Motorists 

PTM
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SEPTA’s Subway Surface Trolley Tunnel was closed from August 9, 2019 to August 19, 2019 for the “Trolley Tunnel Blitz 2019”. 
During this shutdown, SEPTA replaced track, overhead and performed general maintenance work. While the subway was closed, 
this “13th Street Mural” was installed, as seen with LRV #9030 on Aug 22, 2019.           Bill Monaghan photo



Association filed a motion for summary judgment 
of liability with U.S. District Judge Yvette Kane, 
arguing that turnpike tolls are at least 200 percent 
more expensive than they should be. The suit also 
contends that using toll revenue to fund transit 
violates the U.S. Constitution’s commerce clause, 
which regulates interstate commerce. It claims that 
toll money should go only toward maintaining the 
turnpike system and that Pennsylvania was wrong 
to allocate toll revenue for transit with laws passed 
in 2007 and 2013. The high tolls interfere with 
interstate trade, the suit argues. “Pennsylvania has 
not been given authority by Congress to do what it’s 
doing,” said Paul Cullen Sr., a Washington attorney 
representing the plaintiffs. PA Turnpike tolls have 
been increased every year since 2009. 

The Turnpike Commission filed a motion in May 
disagreeing with the conclusions about the state’s 
authority to use toll money beyond the turnpike. 
It argues that there is no evidence that the tolls 
are so high they are unfairly burdening interstate 
commerce. The Turnpike Commission annually 
sends to PennDot about $450 million which is used 
to support mass transit; SEPTA receives more 

than 75 percent of that amount. The lawsuit has 
prevented the agency from raising the bonds needed 
to make these payments to the state so the turnpike 
has not made any of its $112.5 million payments for 
the first three quarters of this fiscal year.

SEPTA has reacted by continuing construction 
that is underway, but has halted design work on 
21 projects, including high-profile work such as the 
$1 billion plan to modernize the trolley network 
with new vehicles, a $59 million renovation of the 
transit hub beneath City Hall, and work on stations 
at Secane, Noble, Tasker-Morris, and Villanova. 
Purchasing for 16 other projects has also stopped. 
The total value of the work put on hold is more 
than $100 million. SEPTA officials indicate that 
if the truckers win, it would seriously hinder the 
agency’s ability to cover needed maintenance in the 
coming years. Currently, SEPTA has taken a $63 
million hit to its $750 million capital budget, but 
the shortfall hasn’t been worse because the state 
has shifted funding to cushion the loss of the money 
from the turnpike.  If the suit isn’t resolved by the 
beginning of the new fiscal year in July, PennDot 
will not be able to make up the difference.

Trolley Maintenance started out this quarter by 
installing the #2 traction motor in PST 66.  This 
was accomplished on April 3 largely by George and 
Brent Greenbaum and me.  The cause of the motor 
failure was a seized armature bearing.  As with 
most motor removals the wiring and brake rigging 
needs to be removed at least partially from both 
trucks so the install requires more effort and time 
than the just  the 12 hours required to install the 
motor, return the truck and lower the car.  All of 
the co-lateral work and adjustments were complete 
and Bob Jordan did the road test in time for Bunny 
Trolley, April 12.

Boston (MTA) center dump car 3618 had seen 
much action at the completion of track work at 
the Fairgrounds crossing.  This was not without 
continuing controller and journal bearing issues, 
not to mention two derailments.  We serviced the 
controllers probably twice each, the last on April 19.  
The journal bearing problem is more elusive and will 
require jacking the car and removing the bearings 
in the #1 end truck.  This problem has been around 
since I completed the truck assembly in 2007.  Two 
journals would heat somewhat but had withstood 
the punishment up to the extreme task of hauling 
the countless tons of ballast for the mile and a half 
trip from the East Campus to the Fairgrounds.  No 
work has been started on this project as yet. 

I had mentioned work being done on trolley 

pole bases in the previous issue.  These were the 
Nuttall US-13 bases originally built circa 1923.  
We rebuilt six of these allowing us to have two re-
conditioned units at the ready.  The other four are 
already serving on cars 4398 and 5326. Our present 
adventure is the Ohio Brass form 10 base.  These 
are an four-spring design similar to the two-spring 
Form 11 bases commonly referred to as PCC bases.  
These bases are used on PTM’s cars 14 and 24.  

Our Pettibone 029 mobile crane sees sporadic 
action around the shop for traction motor removals 
plus fulfills the needs of other departments for 
miscellaneous duties around the West Campus.  

PTM
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Fred Cooley and John Habak completed the rewiring of West 
Penn 832 in preparation for rewound motors.



We treated it to an oil change plus lubrication this 
spring and repaired several lights and fabricated 
an engine cover to replace one missing since 
acquisition.  In other non-trolley activities I devised 
a unique method of lowering a problem gear box 
from our Galion crane using two lengths of wire 
rope, some custom lifting bolts, the small Hyster 
forklift and two other humans besides myself.  The 
same rube-Goldberg rigmarole also was successful 
in reinstalling the box after George Greenbaum 
rebuilt it.  Another adventure was to install a 
secondary duct collector for the new-to-us sanding 
machine.  Quinn and Matt Basch helped a lot 
with this project.  They also assisted in installing 
a compressed air supply line through part of the 
former parts room.  This provided compressed air 
to the sanding machine and to the present air valve 
repair bench manned by Art Rizzino.  In doing so 
we’ve relieved Art of stringing out an air hose each 
day for his test bench thusly allowing him more 
“prime-time” for his tasks.

As a sequel to the accelerator drum rebuild 
on PCC car 2711 things did not go well for long.  
Although the car ran well when put to bed in the TDB 
last December, its first chore in service proved quite 
jerky.  We got it into the shop on April 6 and found 

that a number of fingers had welded themselves to 
the new copper ring.  It appears the air gap between 
the open fingers and the ring was too close for 
dependable operation.  We removed each of the 99 
fingers and moved a steel flat bar from the outside to 
the inside of the finger assembly to add about 0.060” 

to the gap.  Fortunately all damage was superficial.  
The unintended welds short-circuited portions of the 
drum and caused a “popping-the-clutch” effect, for 
those of us who remember clutches.  The malfunction 
also affected braking and coasting functions. 2711 
was on the road again on May 22 and has been 
behaving adequately.

April 13 we discovered a severely leaking air 
brake valve on P&WCT 78.  Art Rizzino made the 
repairs to the valve and Eric Weinbrenner assisted 
with the installation and testing.  Car 78 also went 
through scheduled maintenance late in May.

May 22 we had a mini-marathon five car shift 
handled by Dave Moffett that brought Cincinnati 
car 2227 to the Founder’s Car House for a scheduled 
group tour. Prior to the tour Fred Cooley replaced 
many controller tips and cleaned segments.  Later 
on Bob Powischill repaired the front door, leading 
pair. Another important part of the shifting exercise 
was a road test with PCC 2711.  The acceleration 
was smooth and the car coasted as well as it ever 
did but the braking was a bit rough as it came to a 
stop.  Subsequent drum brake adjustments during 
the tests evened things out.

On June 1 we began scheduled maintenance on 
car 1711.  Besides reconfiguring the air dampers and 
fan thermostats for summer operation we removed 
all of the batteries and did some remediation work 
in the rear compartment.  The Ni-Cad batteries are 
by far easier on the compartments than the former 
lead-acid units but corrosion still happens.  Bob 
Powischill and Fred Cooley did much of this work.  
Early in July 1711 crippled at County Home and 
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Ralph Ciccone repairs the Galion Crane’s rear brakes.  
Scott Becker photo

Art Rizzino, Art Ellis, Bob Jordan and John Habak collaborate 
on repairs to the Wabco DB-24 brake system feed valve for West 
Penn 832.

Bernie Orient unloads West Penn 832 motors  
Scott Becker photo.



was towed to the track 31 shop in the TDB.  Look for 
updates at a later edition.

On D-Day, June 6, we traveled to Swiger Coil 
with Bob Jordan, Fred Cooley and John Habak 
to witness a test run of one of the West Penn 832 
motors plus tour the quite impressive facility.  All 
four motors were delivered on June 28.  However the 
actual installation story lapses into the next issue.

PAT 4004 spent all of the Arden line closure in 
the TDB.  Some plastic seat backs had been cracked 
for some time.  A previous attempt at covering 
them with painted luan proved unsuccessful as the 
plastic backing was too brittle to hold any type of 
fastener.  Eric Weinbrenner developed a patch for 
the entire seat back that would fasten by drilling 
into the steel frame skeleton.  I got matching paint 
and we repaired the worst two seats in time for 
a scheduled visitation by PAT managers on May 
30.  Art Rizzino and Quinn Basche also helped on 
this project.  After the Parade of Trolleys June 22 
we had the car brought into the shop for routine 
maintenance.  We found two leaking cells in one 
of the five batteries that caused minor corrosion 
damage within the battery compartment.  The 
batteries had removable cells and I happened 
upon a three-cell section at the APB.  Not without 
some difficulty, Eric Weinbrenner transplanted the 
serviceable cells into the leaking battery.  Wayne 
Wicks and Ken Ringer cleaned up and painted the 
compartment.  On the top side I elected to replace 
the short but cracked “roof” boards rather than 
clean, treat and paint them.  In the process we 
removed the pole base that was installed in 2007 

and found many worn parts and bearings similar 
to all the other nine like bases we had rebuilt.  
Our supply of rebuilt bases came in handy as we 
installed one from “stock.”  Wayne Wicks cleaned 
and painted the trolley pole and 4004 returned to 
service the first week in July.

During the “Anything on Wheels” event on June 
22 visitors were treated to an impromptu trolley re-
railing demonstration in the car yard courtesy of 
Red Arrow snow sweeper 4.  The activity took place 
just after noon and the rapid-response team of Fred 
Cooley, Armand Latour, Matt and Quinn Basch 
and myself coordinated with operator Sarah and 
parade emcee Bruce Wells to right things in about 
30 minutes, avoiding parade delays.

All told, trolley maintenance volunteers 
contributed 711 volunteer hours to the cause 
during this reporting quarter.  Don’t let the next 
opportunity pass you by!

Since the last P&S report the majority of the 
work at Fairgrounds Siding is complete other than 
a few small details. All overhead, signals, and grade 
crossing equipment functions as designed. Post 
project clean up continues as I write this. 

With a gap in capital project construction trolley 
overhead inspections have started in the Arden Loop 
area. This work involves going over the wood strain 

insulators and replacing the bad ones and painting 
the good ones. As illustrated previously, bad 
insulators are rehabilitated by replacing the rotten 
wood with fiberglass rods of the same diameter. 

As always, many thanks to all those who made 
this progress possible, this includes:  Jeff King, 
Armand Latour, Kevin Zebley, Laura Wells, Sarah 
Wells, Michael Buchta and Scott Davis.

Power & Signals Report                By Scott Davis

PTM
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Our hard working dedicated volunteers restrung wire and 
reactivated signals to reopen Fairgrounds siding.

Following the Volunteer Recognition Dinner operations 
connected up Red Arrow cars 14 and 24 for an evening ride, 
visiting the new platform for the first time.    Bruce Wells photo



In the history of this publication a continual 
dream, going back many decades, is to have an 
issue that gets to our members fashionably on time.  
I used some vacation time away from the internet 
to produce words to go with selected pictures to 
illustrate the second quarter 2019 so that sixteen 
pages could be filled quickly and sent out in the 
mail in a timely manner.  I also remind members 

that Trolley Fare is available online by logging 
into the TFare page linked on the home page of the 
Museum website.  After clicking the link use this 
code–westpenn832–(ignore the dashes) to get into 
the page.  After that scroll down and click the link 
for Trolley Fare Newsletters.  

For PTM volunteers the month of April started 
out working on the tracks at our new Fairgrounds 
siding.  In the last issue we provided photos of the 
construction company workers building the track as 
well as our volunteer linemen preparing for and then 
stringing the new wire over the the skeletonized 
track, that’s a fancy word for track with no rocks 
(ballast).  April 1 saw our track gang volunteers, 
working with the contractor tamping the track using 
our vintage machine pictured under rehabilitation 
in the shop in the previous issue.  The PTM crew 
consisted of George Greenbaum, Dan Bower, Larry 

Around the Museum                 By Bruce Wells
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April 1 found Larry Lovejoy and George Greenbaum manning the shovels as Katie Imler operated the tamping machine during track 
construction at Fairgrounds Siding.

The beautiful results following tamping and ballast regulation 
using the Kershaw machine shown on page 13.  Below the line 
crew works to activate new signals installed as part of the project.

April 14 we secretly discovered that the Bunny is an avid reader 
of  this newsletter!



ballast regulator was leveling the roadbed in the 
rebuilt siding.  At the left the Kershaw is shown 
in action moving towards Fairgrounds siding from 
close to the North. Main Street crossing.

April 6 was a busy day for photography.  Mary 
Jordan scaled the heights of the shop/VC and 
adjusted Bob’s Richfol platform camera.

April 12 found cute children having a wonderful 
time visiting with the Bunny and playing games 
at the Trolley Display building.  At the TDB Art 
Ellis has been removing the seats and carefully 
excavating the interior and keeping careful records 
as he develops a plan for rebuilding the roof, interior 
and upper structure of the body.  April 13 we took 
the seats  removed from Mon-West Penn 250 to 
storage at Eaton (formerly RCA).  One of the seats 
was disassembled and analyzed for rebuilding of all 
the seats.  A closeup of one seat shows how regular 

Lovejoy, Katie Imler.  Photos from April 5 show the 
completed phase one of the tamping.

By April 6 all work on the contact wire was 
complete and the line crew, Kevin, Laura and 
Michael on M210 (left) moved to signal connections.  
At the other end of the siding, Jeff, Armand and 
Larry with the auger truck. (photo previous page) 
worked to install masts on the concrete bases for 
the signaling.

Somewhere around April 10 John Habak and 
Fred Cooley finished up with control connections 
needed so that West Penn 832 could be operated 
with the rewound motors.  The photo on page 9 
shows the guys working under the car.

April 11 found M283 pushing M551 around on 
the Fairgrounds siding job to facilitate filling next 
to the tracks.  The next week the new to us Kershaw 
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Bob and Mary Jordan have installed a video camera that will 
provide a view of the Richfol platform on our webpage.



straight walkover units were upgraded with railroad 
coach style armrests.  The day we unloaded them at 
Eaton we were fortunate to have Sarah Wells drop by 
just in time to help get the seats off the truck and up 
to the second floor.

We had a teaming throng in attendance for 
Daniel Tiger.  The photos on the previous page give 
and idea of that crowd getting off of the car and 
crowded into the aisle waiting for Daniel. The cover 
photo also provides that image. 

Meanwhile in the shop that day Art Rizzino was 
working on the D-24-B feed valve for West Penn 
832.  John Habak, Bob Jordan, and Artie Ellis lent 
their assistance in the reconditioning. (see the photo 

at the bottom of page 10).  The work presented 
considerable difficulty until Bob Jordan found a 
maintenance manual for this valve online.  Bob also 
had considerable correspondance with our friends at 
WABTEC whose assistance is always appreciated.  
We were also lucky to have Artie’s machining skills 
available to smooth off a slightly damaged plate on 
one of the mating surfaces that seal the valve.  Kudos 
go to these four gentlemen who doggedly pursued 
the solution to the problem which has worked to 
greatly smooth the operation of 832’s brakes.

May 15 we employed the young men from RKES 
Electrical Service to wire new lights under the 
mezzanine and install ceiling panels for the office 
room that has been a work in progress for quite a 
while.  The space for the room was carved out under 
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Doug Zebley uses line truck 715 to reach wiring for platform 
lights as Laura Wells works off camera to connect them.

Anything on Wheels 2019



the mezzanine stairs by Bernie back in the mid 2010s 
by relocating the support for the mezzanine stair 
landing.  Since then I have very slowly completed 
the walls.  Recently there has been a big push to 
close in the room.  I managed to reengineer the wall 
to include the window that we incorporated in the 
original office/print file room.  That room was taken 
when the sprinklers were installed.  John Habak 
connected wires for electrical outlets previously 
installed in the walls of the office and Bob Jordan 
connected up the phone and internet.

While Daniel Tiger continued at PTM the 
weekend of May 17 & 18, my daughter Laura and 
I drove to Allentown PA to represent PTM at the 
bi-annual East Penn Traction meet.  We spent our 
time at the Museum’s table and did a tremendous 
amount of networking with the primarily trolley 
interest group in attendance.

Mary Jordan worked with husband Bob to install 
first aid kits and newly acquired defibrillators. 

In the meantime there hasn’t been a great 
deal of attention to the Philadelphia 80-hundred 
(8042).  John Habak has been dedicating his time 
to rewiring on West Penn 832 but on the upside 
Jack Sutherland has returned to work on the car.  
Jack has concentrated on the door step mechanism 
and the parts of the lifeguard.  We photographed 
the lifeguard basket and the arrangement of rods 
and levers under the front end of 5326 and we will 
use this to prepare the parts needed for 8042.  Our 
friends at IGS Industries produced new steel frame 
inserts for the trip gate.  The lifeguard is an under 
car mechanism that replaced ‘people catcher’ fenders 
found on older cars like 4145.  When the person falls 
in front of the moving car the trip gate hits their 
body which triggers the basket to drop down close to 
the track where it is supposed to scoop them up.  The 
next thing that came down the pipe was Anything 
on Wheels event which includes, the trolley parade, 
truck show on Saturday and car show on Sunday.

July 1 work began on Shaker Height Rapid Transit 
car 94.  Ron Ivanic and Ned Apalakian teamed up 
with Laura Wells to get it parked outside on the level 
so it could be cleaned to ready it for painting.  Many 
more clear windows than we knew about appeared 
when the car dried.

PTM
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Differential dump car M551 was brought out April 11 to place 
ballast at the Fairgrounds siding.

Car 3756 was a feature of the PTM “Anything on Wheels” event 
June 22-23 event.

An Automatic Emergency Defibrillator is now installed on the 
wall of the Trolley Display Building adjacent to the Track 35 
doors in the Trolley Display Building.    Bruce Wells photo



Long time PTM member (#32) and volunteer 
Art Schwartz passed away May 18 at age 81.  Art 
was an active volunteer in a number of areas at the 
Museum over the years.  Art lived in Fairfax County, 
VA and for many years flew his private airplane up 
to Washington, PA in order to visit, volunteer, and 
occasionally give plane rides.  Bruce Wells remembers 
his first ever airplane ride with Art.  They took off 
from Washington County Airport in what Bruce 
describes as a “Flying Volkswagen Beetle”.  They 
flew over the Museum and circled while Bruce filmed 
cars running along the line with his Super 8 camera.  
Bruce remembers getting a bit woozie looking through 
the viewfinder, but that makes movies memorable!

Part of Art’s engineering expertise was trolley 
overhead design.  At PTM he worked tirelessly 
on overhead design and parts acquisition needed 
to carryout those plans.  He also specialized in 
developing car placement plans particularly for the 
Trolley Display Building.  He designed all the wire 
work for that building and the yard that leads to it 
as well as Fairgrounds Siding and for our upcoming 
Trolley Street project. 

In 1995 Art co-authored a book with John S. 
Kulpa titled Reducing the Visual Impact of 
Overhead Contact Systems which was published 
by the Transportation Research Board, National 
Research Council.  He also had an amazing memory 
for roster information of all the electric railway 
Museums in the US and Canada.  Attached is a photo 
of him giving a tour in the Trolley Display Building, 
a job he really enjoyed doing!

PTM

Remembering Arthur Schwartz                         By Scott R. Becker
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We Thank our 
Generous 

Corporate Sponsors!

Art Schwartz gives a tour of the Trolley Display Building.
Scott Becker photo

On one of his plane trips to Washington, around 1977, Art worked 
with his old friend John Bagiensky on the upper window sash for 
Philadelphia 5326 which John was assembling that day.  By that 
visit, Art was flying a two engine plane.     Bruce Wells photo


